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Common Service, page 15 in the front of the hymnal 

Hymn—441, “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”   

Invocation and Confession of Sins (p. 15) 

Prayer and Praise (p. 16) 

First Lesson—Isaiah 45:20-25  EHV   
God calls the world to seek salvation 

20
Gather! Come! Draw near together, you survivors from the 

nations. They have no knowledge—those who are lifting up 

their idols of wood and praying to a god that cannot save. 
21

Make an announcement and come close.  Let them consult 

together. Who made this known ahead of time? From time past 

who announced it?  Was it not I, the Lord?  There is no god 

except me, a righteous God and Savior.  There is no one except 

me.  
22

Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the 

earth,because I am God, and there is no other.  
23

I have sworn 

by myself.  From my mouth a righteous word has gone out, and 

it will not return unfulfilled.  Indeed, to me every knee will 

bow,  and every tongue will swear allegiance.  
24

“Only in the 

Lord,” they will say of me,  “Only in the Lord is there true 

righteousness and strength.”  To him they will come and be 

ashamed—all those who are angry at him. 
25

In the Lord, all the 

descendants of Israel will be justified.  They will be praised by 

him. 

Psalm of the Day—Psalm 111, page 106 

Second Lesson—Colossians 3:12-17 EHV    
You are called to be God’s Chosen People 

12
Therefore, as God’s elect, holy and loved, clothe yourselves 

with heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 

patience. 
13

Bear with one another and forgive each other if 

anyone has a complaint against anyone else. Forgive, just as 

Christ forgave you. 
14

And, in addition to all these things, put on 

love, which ties things together in perfect unity. 
15

Let the peace 

of Christ control your hearts, to which you were also called, in 

one body. And be thankful.  

16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom, singing psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
17

And 

everything you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

Verse of the Day—Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts. Alleluia. (Col 3:15) 
 

Gospel—Luke 2:25–40  EHV    
Infant Jesus Brought to the Temple 

25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. 

This man was righteous and devout, waiting for the comfort of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 
26

It had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 

had seen the Lord’s Christ. 
27

Moved by the Spirit he went into 

the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus 

to do for him what was customary according to the law, 
28

Simeon took him into his arms and praised God. He said, 
29

Lord, you now dismiss your servant in peace, according to 

your word, 
30

because my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31

which you have prepared before the face of all people, 
32

a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people 

Israel.  

33
Joseph and the child’s mother were amazed at the things that 

were spoken about him. 
34

Then Simeon blessed them and said 

to Mary his mother, “Listen carefully, this child is appointed for 

the falling and rising of many in Israel and for a sign that is 

spoken against, 
35

so that the thoughts of many hearts may be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  

36
Anna, a prophetess, was there. She was a daughter of Phanuel, 

of the tribe of Asher. She was very old. She had lived with her 

husband for seven years after her marriage, 
37

and then she was a 

widow of eighty-four years. She did not leave the temple 

complex, since she was worshipping with fasting and prayers 

night and day. 
38

Standing nearby at that very hour, she gave 

thanks to the Lord. She kept speaking about the child to all who 

were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.  

39
When they had accomplished everything according to the law 

of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town, 

Nazareth. 
40

The child grew and became strong. He was filled 

with wisdom, and God’s favor was on him. 

Nicene Creed (p. 18) 

Hymn— 41, “Let All together Praise Our God” 

Sermon—Luke 2:25-40  EHV 

The Spirit of Christmas Lives On 

1. Rejoice in your Salvation 

2. Keep speaking about Jesus, Your Redeemer 

Create in Me (p. 20) 

Offering—Please sign Friendship Register at this time 

Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer (p. 20) 

The Sacrament (p. 21) 

Hymn—310, “I Come, O Savior, to Your Table”  

Thanksgiving, Prayer and Blessing (p. 24) 

Hymn—329 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 


