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Service of the Word, p. 38 in the front of the hymnal. 

Hymn—110, “My Song is Love Unknown” 

Invocation, Confession, Prayer and Praise (p. 38) 

First Lesson—Isaiah 5:1-7 EHV 

Let me sing my loved one 

a song about his vineyard. 

My loved one had a vineyard 

on a fertile ridge. 

He dug it up and gathered the stones out of it. 

He planted it with the choicest vines 

and built a tower in the middle of it. 

He even cut a wine press into it. 

He expected it to produce clusters of grapes, 

but it produced only sour grapes. 

“So now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 

judge between me and my vineyard. 

What more could have been done to my vineyard 

that I have not already done for it? 

When I expected it to produce clusters of grapes, 

why did it produce sour grapes? 

Now let me tell you what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will take away its hedge, and it will become pasture. 

I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled down. 

I will make it a wasteland. 

It will not be pruned or hoed, 

so briers and thorns will shoot up. 

I will also command the clouds not to pour rain on it.” 

Yes, the vineyard of the LORD of Armies is the house of 

Israel, 

and the men of Judah are the planting that pleased him. 

He expected justice, but there was oppression. 

He expected righteousness, but there was an outcry. 

Psalm of the Day—Psalm 118, p. 108 

Second Lesson—2 Corinthians 6:1-13 EHV 

As fellow workers we also urge you not to receive God’s 

grace in vain. For he says: At a favorable time I listened to 

you, and in the day of salvation I helped you. Look, now is 

the favorable time! See, now is the day of salvation!  

We are giving no one a reason to stumble in any way, so 

that our ministry will not be blamed. Rather, in every way 

we show ourselves to be God’s ministers: in great 

endurance, in troubles, in hardships, in difficulties, in 

beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in hard work, in 

sleepless nights, in times of hunger; in purity, in knowledge, 

in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in sincere love, in 

the word of truth, in the power of God; with the weapons of 

righteousness on the right and on the left; through glory and 

dishonor, through bad report and good report; treated as 

deceivers yet being honest, treated as unknown and yet being 

well known; as dying, and yet look—we live; as punished 

yet not put to death; as grieving yet always rejoicing; as poor 

yet making many rich; as having nothing yet possessing 

everything.  

We have spoken to you openly, Corinthians. Our heart is 

standing wide open. We have plenty of room for you, but 

you do not have room for us in your affections. I am 

speaking as to my children: In exchange, open your hearts 

wide too.  

Verse of the Day—Hebrews 2:12 
Alleluia. I will proclaim your name to my people; in the 

midst of the congregation I will praise you. Alleluia.  

Gospel—Matthew 21:33-43 EHV 
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 

planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in 

it, and built a tower. He leased it out to some tenant farmers 

and went away on a journey. When the time approached to 

harvest the fruit, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his 

fruit. The tenant farmers seized his servants. They beat one, 

killed another, and stoned a third. Then the landowner sent 

even more servants than the first time. The tenant farmers 

treated them the same way. Finally, he sent his son to them. 

‘They will respect my son,’ he said. But when the tenant 

farmers saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. 

Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance!’ They took 

him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. So when 

the landowner comes, what will he do to those tenant 

farmers?”  

They told him, “He will bring those wretches to a 

wretched end. Then he will lease out the vineyard to other 

tenants who will give him his fruit when it is due.”  

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 

Scriptures:  

The stone the builders rejected  

has become the cornerstone.  

This was the Lord’s doing,  

and it is marvelous in our eyes?  

“That is why I tell you the kingdom of God will be taken 

away from you and given to a people that produces its fruit.” 

Hymn—203, “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

Sermon—He Expected Justice, but Found Oppression 

Apostles’ Creed (p. 41) 

Offering 

Prayers (p. 42) 

Hymn—382, “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 


