Pentecost 16 • September 21, 23-24, 2017
Common Service, page 15 in the front of the hymnal
Hymn—752, “In Christ Alone”
Invocation and Confession of Sins (p. 15)
Prayer and Praise (p. 16)
First Lesson—Ezekiel 33:7-11 EHV
As for you, son of man, I have appointed you to be a
watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word
from my mouth, you are to warn them from me. When I say
to a wicked man, “Wicked man, you shall surely die,” if you
do not speak to warn the wicked man against his way, that
wicked man will die because of his guilt, but I will also hold
you responsible for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked
man to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way,
he will die because of his guilt, but you will have saved your
life.
So you, son of man, say this to the house of Israel. This is
what you are saying, “Certainly our rebellions and our
transgressions weigh upon us, and because of them we are
rotting away. How then can we live?” Say to them, “As
surely as I live, declares the Lord God, I take no pleasure in
the death of the wicked. Instead I take pleasure if the wicked
turn from their way and live. Turn back, turn back from your
evil ways, for why should you die, O house of Israel?”
Psalm of the Day—Psalm 51a (p. 86)
Second Lesson—Galatians 2:11-21 EHV
But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his
face, because he was clearly wrong. For before some people
came from James, he ate with the Gentiles. But when those
people came, he drew back and separated himself, because
he feared those from the circumcision group. And the rest of
the Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, with the result that
even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. But
when I saw that they were not acting according to the truth
of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of all of them, “If
you, a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, why
do you compel the Gentiles to live like the Jews?”
“We are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners. We know
that a person is not justified by the works of the law but
through faith in Jesus Christ. So we also believed in Christ
Jesus that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by
the works of the law, because no one will be justified by the
works of the law. But if, while seeking to be justified in
Christ, we ourselves were also found to be sinners, then is
Christ a servant of sin? Certainly not!

“In fact, if I build up again those things that I destroyed, I
bring on myself the judgment of being a lawbreaker. Indeed,
through the law I died to the law that I might live for God. I
have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life I am now living in the flesh, I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me. I do not regard the grace of God as nothing.
As a matter of fact, if righteousness is through the law, then
Christ died for nothing!”
Verse of the Day—Philippians 4:4
Alleluia. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
Rejoice. Alleluia.
Gospel—Matthew 18:15-20 EHV
“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his sin
just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have
regained your brother. But if he will not listen, take one or
two others along with you, so that ‘every matter may be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If he
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And, if he
refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as an
unbeliever or a tax collector. Amen I tell you: Whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Amen I tell you
again: If two of you on earth agree to ask for anything, it will
be done for them by my Father who is in heaven. In fact
where two or three have gathered together in my name, there
I am among them.”
Nicene Creed (p. 18)
Hymn—304, “Jesus Sinners Does Receive”
Sermon—Matthew 18:15-18
Be Your Brother’s Keeper
1. It’s your responsibility to care
2. It’s your privilege to love
Create in Me (p. 20)
Offering
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer (p. 20)
The Sacrament (p. 21)
Hymn—311, “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”
Thanksgiving, Prayer and Blessing (p. 24)
Hymn—391, “God Loved the World So that He Gave”

