
 

 

 

Pentecost 12 • August 23, 26-27, 2017 
 

Common Service, page 15 in the front of the hymnal 

Hymn—416, “How Firm a Foundation” 

Song of Praise—250, “From All that Dwell below the Skies” 

First Lesson—Exodus 14:10-31 EHV 

As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were 

the Egyptians marching after them. The Israelites were terrified 

and cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because 

there were no graves in Egypt that you took us to die in the 

wilderness? What have you done to us by bringing us out of 

Egypt? Wasn’t this what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone. 

Let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to 

serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”  

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm, and see 

the salvation from the Lord, which he will perform for you today. 

For the Egyptians you see today, you will never see again. The 

Lord will fight for you. You must wait quietly.”  

The Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell 

the Israelites to set out. As for you, lift up your staff, stretch out 

your hand over the sea, and divide the sea so that the Israelites can 

go through the middle of the sea on dry ground. I myself will 

harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go into the sea 

after them, and I will gain glory through Pharaoh and his entire 

army, through his chariots and his charioteers. The Egyptians will 

know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory through 

Pharaoh, his chariots, and his charioteers.”  

Then the Angel of God, who was going in front of the Israelite 

forces, moved and went behind them. The pillar of cloud moved 

from in front of them and stood behind them. It went between the 

Egyptian forces and the Israelite forces. The cloud was dark on one 

side, but it lit up the night on the other. Neither group approached 

the other all night long.  

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all night 

long the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and 

turned the sea into dry land. The waters were divided. The 

Israelites went into the middle of the sea on dry ground. The 

waters were like a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

The Egyptians pursued them, and all of Pharaoh’s horses, his 

chariots, and his charioteers went after them into the middle of the 

sea. During the last watch of the night, the Lord looked down on 

the Egyptian forces from the pillar of fire and cloud. Then he 

confused the Egyptian forces. He jammed their chariot wheels, and 

they had difficulty driving them. The Egyptians said, “We must 

flee from Israel, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt!”  

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the 

sea, and the waters will come back over the Egyptians, over their 

chariots and their charioteers.” So Moses stretched out his hand 

over the sea, and at daybreak the sea returned to its normal place. 

While the Egyptians were fleeing from it, the Lord threw the 

Egyptians into the middle of the sea. The waters came back and 

covered the chariots and the charioteers, the entire army of 

Pharaoh that went into the sea after the Israelites. Not even one of 

them survived.  

But the Israelites went through the middle of the sea on dry land, 

and the waters were like a wall for them on their right and on their 

left. On that day the Lord saved Israel from the hand of the 

Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 

Israel saw the mighty hand which the Lord put into action against 

the Egyptians, and the people feared the Lord and believed in the 

Lord and in Moses, his servant.  

Psalm of the Day—Psalm 73 (pg. 94) 

Second Lesson—James 1:2-8, 12 EHV 

Consider it complete joy, my brothers, whenever you fall into 

various kinds of trials, because you know that the testing of your 

faith produces patient endurance. And let patient endurance finish 

its work, so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything.  
If any one of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives it to 

all without reservation and without finding fault, and it will be 

given to him. But let him ask in faith, without doubting, because 

the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by 

the wind. In fact, that person should not expect that he will receive 

anything from the Lord. He is a double-minded man, unstable in 

all his ways. … 

Blessed is the man who endures a trial patiently, because when 

he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life, which God 

promised to those who love him. 

Verse of the Day—Hebrews 11:1 

Alleluia. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 

of what we do not see. Alleluia. 

Gospel—Matthew 14:22-33 EHV 

Immediately Jesus urged the disciples to get into the boat and to 

go ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 

After he had dismissed the crowd, he went up onto the mountain 

by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone. By 

then the boat was quite a distance from shore, being pounded by 

the waves because the wind was against it. In the fourth watch of 

the night, Jesus came toward them, walking on the sea. When the 

disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified and cried 

out in fear, “It’s a ghost!” But Jesus spoke to them at once, saying, 

“Take heart! It is I! Do not be afraid.”  

Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to 

come to you on the water.”  

Jesus said, “Come!”  

Peter stepped down from the boat, walked on the water, and 

went toward Jesus. But when he saw the strong wind, he was 

afraid. As he began to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”  

Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of him, and 

said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they 

got into the boat, the wind stopped. Those who were in the boat 

worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God!”  

Nicene Creed (p. 18) 

Hymn—384, “By Grace I’m Saved” 

Sermon—Jesus Supports Us Every Day (Matthew 14:22-33) 

Create in Me; Offering; Prayers; Lord’s Prayer (p. 20) 

The Sacrament (p. 21) 

Hymn—312, “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” 



Hymn—441, “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 


