
 

Pentecost 4 • June 28, July 1–2, 2017 

 

Service of the Word, page 38 in the front of the hymnal. 

Hymn—411, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

Invocation and Confession of Sins (p. 38) 

Prayer and Praise (p. 39) 

First Lesson—Psalm 32:1-5, 9-11 NIV 

Blessed is the one  

whose transgressions are forgiven,  

whose sins are covered.  

Blessed is the one  

whose sin the Lord does not count against them  

and in whose spirit is no deceit.  

When I kept silent,  

my bones wasted away  

through my groaning all day long.  

For day and night  

your hand was heavy on me;  

my strength was sapped  

as in the heat of summer.  

Then I acknowledged my sin to you  

and did not cover up my iniquity.  

I said, “I will confess  

my transgressions to the Lord.”  

And you forgave  

the guilt of my sin. … 

Do not be like the horse or the mule,  

which have no understanding  

but must be controlled by bit and bridle  

or they will not come to you.  

Many are the woes of the wicked,  

but the Lord’s unfailing love  

surrounds the one who trusts in him.  

Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous;  

sing, all you who are upright in heart!  

Psalm of the Day—Psalm 100 (p. 104) 

Second Lesson—2 Corinthians 5:14 – 6:2 NIV 

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 

that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for 

all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves 

but for him who died for them and was raised again.  

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of 

view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so 

no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 

has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from 

God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave 

us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling 

the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 

against them. And he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 

though God were making his appeal through us. We implore 

you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him 

who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.  

As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s 

grace in vain. For he says,  

“In the time of my favor I heard you,  

and in the day of salvation I helped you.”  

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day 

of salvation.  

Verse of the Day—Psalm 132:9 

Alleluia. May your priests be clothed with righteousness; 

may your saints sing for joy. Alleluia. 

Gospel—John 20:19-23 NIV 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 

disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 

Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw 

the Lord.  

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has 

sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on 

them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 

anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive 

them, they are not forgiven.”  

Hymn—505, “Love Is the Gracious Gift” 

Sermon—John 20:23 

The Use of the Keys Brings God’s Forgiveness 

1. God’s Forgiveness Is Special 

2. God’s Forgiveness Brings Justice 

3. God’s Forgiveness Comes through Christ 

Apostles’ Creed (p. 41) 

Offering 

Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer (p. 42) 

Prayer and Blessing (p. 43) 

Hymn—619, “God Bless Our Native Land” 


