Pentecost 8 • July 26, 29–30, 2017
Common Service, page 15 in the front of the hymnal.
Opening Hymn—385, “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”
First Lesson—Exodus 12:1-14 NIV
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, … “The animals
you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may
take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the
fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community
of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take
some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the
doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same
night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter
herbs, and bread made without yeast. … Eat it in haste; it is the
Lord’s Passover.
“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down
every firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring judgment
on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign
for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I
will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I
strike Egypt.
“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to
come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting
ordinance.”
Psalm of the Day—Psalm 22 (p. 71)
Second Lesson—Revelation 5:1-14 NIV
Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a
scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. And I
saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to
break the seals and open the scroll?” But no one in heaven or on
earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.
I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to
open the scroll or look inside. Then one of the elders said to me,
“Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of
David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven
seals.”
Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in
the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and
the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven
spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He came and took the
scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when
he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were
holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the

saints. And they sang a new song:
“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased men for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation.
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our
God,
and they will reign on the earth.”
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.
They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In
a loud voice they sang:
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!”
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the
earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!”
The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down
and worshiped.
Verse of the Day—John 1:29 NIV
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
Gospel—Mark 14:12-16, 22-25 NIV
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was
customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked
him, “Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you
to eat the Passover?”
So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city,
and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. Say
to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is
my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’
He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make
preparations for us there.”
The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as
Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. …
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and
they all drank from it.
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many,” he said to them. “I tell you the truth, I will not drink again
of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it anew in the
kingdom of God.”
Hymn of the Day—152, “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”
Sermon—The Passover Feast of Victory
Distribution Hymn—397, “Just As I Am, without One Plea”
Closing Hymn—183, “Holy Spirit, Light Divine”

