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Ascension: Jesus Testifies by Sending His Disciples
On the Move
As you read the Holy Week accounts
in the gospels, do you get the sense
that Jesus is “on the move” more and
more? In Matthew 21–27, for example, I count at least 30 phrases that
contain a verb of motion. Usually,
Jesus is going somewhere or being
led somewhere: “Jesus entered the
temple courts.” “Then they led him
away to crucify him.” A few times
Jesus directs his disciples to go or to
stay: “Go to the village ahead of
you.” “Stay here and keep watch
with me.” Jesus also speaks about
where he or others are headed in the
end times: “When the Son of Man
comes in his glory.” “Come, you
who are blessed by my Father; take
your inheritance.” Jesus is on the
move. He is going places with a purpose.
You Also Must Testify
After Jesus’ resurrection, there isn’t
exactly a let-up in travel. On that day
alone, Jesus goes and preaches to the
spirits in prison, visits earthbound
disciples at various times and places,

and speaks to Mary about his new
destination: “I am returning to my
Father and your Father, to my God
and your God.” But as the ascension
approaches, we notice a new theme.
Jesus directs his disciples about
where they are to go. His purpose?
That they also might testify (John
15:27). Consider just a few examples:
 A restorative retreat: “Go
and tell my disciples to go to
Galilee; there they will see me”
(Mt 28:10).
 Equipped for the task: “Do
not leave Jerusalem, but wait for
the gift my Father promised,
which you have heard me speak
about. For John baptized with
water, but in a few days you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit”
(Ac 1:4-5).
 Call and commission: “Go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have

commanded you. And surely I
am with you always, to the very
end of the age” (Mt 28:19-20).
 Where to witness: “But you
will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth” (Ac 1:8).
Should I Stay or Should I Go?
From time to time—and rather frequently in our congregation in recent
months—present day ministers of
the gospel also receive Jesus’ call to
serve in one place or another. It’s his
invitation that comes to them
through a congregation when they
receive a divine call. And then the
question is before them: should I
stay or should I go? Among the
many considerations that are on their
minds, one is this: Jesus still testifies
by sending his disciples. His initial
call, “Go and make disciples,” has
not ended; it’s still in effect. They
(Continued on page 2)
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Summer Worship Themes
Starting with the weekend of June 34, 2017 we will begin an eleven
week journey through the history of
100 years of preaching at Martin Luther using the stained glass windows
in church to guide us. These windows were not originally part of the
building phase of our current church.
The windows were added shortly
after the building was made as individual members donated offerings
that made it possible to have the
beautiful works of art we enjoy today.
The stained glass windows of our
church are made entirely of imported
antique and cathedral glass. They
were designed and made by Mr. Erhard Stoettner, Master Craftsman of
the T.C. Esser Stained Glass studios
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
The
stained glass contributes much to the
beauty and devotional quality of our
Church. It insures for many generations yet to come the pleasure to be
derived from religious art and beauty
as well as the devotional atmosphere
which leads closer to our Lord.
For our eleven weeks this summer
we will feature one or more windows
that express a doctrine or teaching of
the Bible, give thanks to the Lord for
His guidance and truth for the last
100 years and pray for many more
years of His grace. The following is
the schedule we will follow:
June 4, Pentecost and emphasizing
Mission work—We are to spread the
Gospel to all.
June 11, Holy Trinity–We are
blessed to have a triune God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.

June 18, Baptism—100 years of the
blessings of salvation through baptism.
June 25, Lord’s Supper—100 years
of “Remembering” Jesus as our Savior from sin.
July 2 Keys & Confession—100
years of properly using Law and
Gospel for forgiveness.
July 9, Church Militant—Jesus guiding His church through 100 years of
turmoil.
July 16, Church Triumphant—
Always looking forward to our glorious heavenly home.
July 23, Church Year—The seasons
of Advent, Christmas & Epiphany
July 30, Church Year—The seasons
of Lent, Easter & Pentecost
August 6, 4 Gospels—Building
church and life on the Gospel witnesses of Jesus.
August 13, Christian Education—
Rejoicing in Jesus as our Teacher
and emphasizing the gift of the Bible
and the 10 Commandments, God’s
unchanging will.
You are invited to write down your
Favorite Hymns which will be used
in our summer worship. There is a
box by our Information Center where
you may place your favorite hymn
selections. Then Mrs. Lois Werner
of our worship committee will coordinate the use of the hymns for our
summer worship. Hymns will be
coordinated to match the themed
weekends mentioned above.
Our Centennial Celebration will be
November 4 & 5, 2017 with Sunday

being the main event of our 100th
Anniversary. On November 11,
1917 the founders of Martin Luther
officially occupied and dedicated the
church they had purchased from the
Episcopal Diocese of Fond du Lac
located at 371-373 Jackson Drive.
The name of Martin Luther Lutheran
was an unanimous choice since 1917
was the 400th Anniversary of Reformation and Martin Luther’s birthday
was November 10 (1483). We have
chosen to celebrate on November 5,
2017 noting that this is the best date
this year where there are no conflicts
with other events in our church or in
our Synod which is celebrating the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation October 29, 2017. Watch for
more information about our Centennial Celebration to be shared in future bulletins and newsletters. There
will be photo and history displays
starting this summer.
Pastor Jeffrey Berg
(Continued from page 1)

now have the opportunity to consider
whether they might testify to the
truth where they currently are, or
someplace between there and the
ends of the earth. Of course, not all
of us are in the public ministry of the
gospel. But even those who serve
God with other vocations, when examining different possibilities for
where to work or where to live, can
ask, “Where might Jesus use me to
serve him with my life?” And as we
consider these things, we need not
fear. We have the privilege of doing
so with the confidence that Jesus is
with us always, to the very end of
the age.
Pastor Nathan Ericson
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Centennial Celebration Update
Save the date: November 4&5,
2017. That is only six months away!
We will have a major planning
meeting on Tuesday, May 9 at
6pm in the school commons. Many
ideas have been shared but we are
still open to more. We are looking
for those willing to share ideas and
plan the events. Specific areas of
interest are church history, a midsummer VBS event, a book fair, a
Luther event, and the events of the
anniversary weekend. Please come!
Questions may be directed to Jenny
Smith, Sara Smith, Scott Heinzelman, or either of our pastors.

New Pictorial Directory

Please continue to submit your Favorite Hymns which will be used in
our summer worship. There is a box
by our Information Center where you
can place your favorite hymn selections.
Mark your calendars for a Special
Summer Worship theme starting
with June 3-4, 2017. (9am service
time begin Memorial Day Weekend.)
Each week will go through the
meaning and purpose of our stained
glass windows of our church highlighting a truth of the Bible. It's our
goal to enhance our worship and
grow in our knowledge and love for
the Lord.

We are producing a New Congregational directory as part of our Centennial celebration of 2017. We still
need to take some group pictures.
Please watch bulletins that will ask
members of groups of our church
and school to assemble for picture
taking. If you have questions, please
talk to Pastor Berg. We plan to have
directories available in June to all
members whose picture is in the directory. Extra copies or a copy to
members who did not have their picture taken will cost $10 per copy.
Contact the office at
office@martinlutheroshkosh.com if

you want such a copy and make
checks payable to Martin Luther.

VBS Day Camp Is July
17–21
VBS Day Camp is
back this summer!
Mark your calendars
for July 17–21. Staff
from Camp Phillip
will be here to help host our program, working with teens and adults
from our congregation to put on our
VBS Day Camp for children entering
4-year-old Pre-K through Grade 6.
Registration information will be
available soon. Look for an email
with a link to online registration, or
pick up a registration form at church
once they are available.
We will need people willing to serve
in the following areas:
 Children entering grades 7
and 8 to serve as junior
counselors



Teens entering grades 9–12
to serve as cabin leaders



Adults to coordinate crafts,
snacks, recreation, and other
activities



Adults to teach the daily Bi
ble lesson



Host families to provide a
meal for Camp Phillip staff



Host families to provide l
lodging for Camp Phillip
staff



An assistant camp director
who can help pastor with
daily details



Registration workers each
morning



Lunch workers each noon

Look for a sign-up sheet soon at
church, or contact Pastor Ericson if
you can help in any way. Thank you!
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From the Principal: “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
May is upon us and the students are
eagerly anticipating the end of the
school year. This month is always a
busy one for our school. Grades 5-8
will be participating at the annual
FVL track meet on May 10. Many
of the other classrooms will be taking final field trips. This year we
hold our 8th grade graduation service
on Thursday, May 25, at 6:30 p.m.
We continue to thank the Lord for
the blessings of our school as we
graduate our 18th class. We have
thirteen students graduating this
year. Following the service a reception will be held in the church basement in their honor.

During the month of May, art from
our students will be on display at the
public library. The display will be in
the children’s section. We are still
enrolling students for next fall so
continue to share the blessings of our
school with others.

Mrs. Berg,
Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4

Mr. Hennig, Grades 5 & 6

Our year is coming to a quick close,
yet we still have a lot of work to do
including final assessments and progress reports. Our annual track meet
is May 11th at Westhaven Park.
PK3 will be visiting the Hinz Farm
on May 22nd and PK4 will visit
Mulberry Lane Farm on May 24th.
Both groups will be singing at the
closing service on May 25th. I will
also say good-bye to all my little
friends as my call comes to an end. I
have cherished my time here at Martin Luther. To share God’s Word
with His precious Lambs has been
such a blessing and joy in my life.
For this privilege I thank you the
members of our Martin Luther
Family. I pray that God will richly
bless Mrs. Martin as she begins her
new ministry here.

The year is rapidly coming to a close
and the students are preparing for
their upcoming track meet at FVL on
May 10. The class will be taking a
field trip to Heritage Hill in Green
Bay on May 18. Heritage Hill is a 48
acre open air historic park. The children will get a firsthand look at what
life would have been like in Wisconsin during the early 1800’s. We look
forward to learning more about the
history of our state. Our class would
like to thank everyone for supporting
Martin Luther this past year. We
look forward to the end of the school
year but are eager for next fall.

This May we say goodbye to Mr.
Jeremy Seeger as he and his family
will be moving to Doral, Florida to
begin a new ministry opportunity.
We thank Jeremy and his family for
their faithful service to our congregation. We also thank Mrs. Karen Berg
who has done a wonderful job the
last two years in our PreK classrooms while we planned for the ex-

pansion of our Early Childhood Ministry. We also thank God for leading
Mrs. Erika Martin to accept the call
to serve as our Early Childhood Director. The Martins will be moving
to Oshkosh this summer and we look
forward to having them part of our
congregation. Finally, we thank God
for leading Mr. Evers to return the
call to St. Peter, Sturgeon Bay. May
the Lord continue to bless all of our
workers as we continue to minister
to the families in our care.

Mr. Evers, Grades 7 & 8

As we enter May, the end of the
school year is rapidly approaching.
This month in social studies we will
be studying the Americas In ChristLight we will finish our study of 1
and 2 Peter and begin a study that is
based on Sixth Commandment issues. In reading we will be going
through Roll of Thunder, Hear my
Cry. We will explore what life was
like in the Deep South for African
Americans during the 1930s. In PE
we will be preparing ourselves for
the FVL track meet on May 10th.
This month we will also be going
on a field trip to Green Bay. We
will take a tour of the Fox 11 news
studio and visit the NEW Zoo.
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Confirmation Class 2017
On Sunday, May 7 at the 10:30 AM service the following youth
will be confirmed:
Allyson Lee Armock
daughter of Ryan Armock and Jill Eberts
Katie Marie Brittnacher
daughter of William and Kris Brittnacher
Mackenzie Anna Emmer
daughter of Scott and Lisa Emmer
Presley Richard Harrington
son of Richard and Michelle Harrington
Gracie May Hayes
daughter of Michael Hayes and Rebecca Hayes
Rachel Kay Kempinger
daughter of Todd and Leanne Kempinger
Olivia Lee Knurowski
daughter of Andrew and Carrie Knurowski
Isaiah Daniel Luebke
son of Daniel and Mary Luebke
Kyle William Madsen

School Library News
Another year almost completed in
our school library! Thank you to the
many volunteers who have helped
get books in the hands of our students. I hope to see all of you again
next year. Thank you for your dedicated service! I would like to extend
a very special Thank You to Ralph
and Bess Kietzman who have donated years of dedicated service to
our school library. They have spent
countless hours putting each of our
10,000 books into the computer, typing labels for cards and pockets, covering books and shelving them as
well. For all they have done to keep
our library running and full of books
we as teachers, parents and students
are extremely thankful for their generosity and time. May God continue
to Bless Ralph and Bess as they now
take a rest from this huge task.

Adult Library

son of Richard and Sherry Madsen
Skyler Rose Miller
daughter of Robert Miller Jr. and Megan Vandersteen
Alison Joan Ross
daughter of Glen Jr. and Pamela Ross

In May we honor our mothers, past
and present. The Bible gives us a
vision of the ideal woman in Proverbs 31. Other Biblical women we
can learn about are:

Macey Elizabeth Schaetz



Women of the Bible

daughter of Paul Schaetz and Lori Schaetz



Bad Girls of the Bible and What
We Can Learn From Them



Esther: Profiles in Character



The Old Testament Books of
Esther and Ruth (Peoples Bible
Series)

Evan Jon Smith
son of Nathan and Jennifer Smith
Andrew Michael Thill
son of Michael and Paula Thill
Isabella Mae Wirch
daughter of Andrew and Debra Wirch
Please welcome them as new confirmands after the service in the extended narthex.
Invite them to join you in making Martin Luther a reflection of our faith in the Lord.
Keep them in your prayers as we ask the Lord to keep all of us growing in faith and
service to the glory of the Lord.

Eagles’ Wings

Page 6

Are You Looking for a Way to Get Involved?

District Reformation
Service

If you like to garden, we
have just the opportunity
for you. We are looking
for a few more people to
help with maintaining
our church gardens this
summer. If you are willing, you will
be scheduled to water and weed for
only two weeks during the summer. We will partner you with
someone for your two weeks. This
is also an opportunity for husbands
and wives to work together. If you

are willing to help out, please call
Paula Nimmer (233-1069) or add
your name to the sheet at the Information Center in the Extender Narthex by mid-May. This project has
been approved as a Thrivent Action
Team Program, which means that we
have $250 to spend on all our gardening supplies. Thanks in advance
to all our volunteers who help make
this project successful.

The Northern Wisconsin District will
be holding a district-wide worship
service this fall to celebrate the
500thAnniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. Here are some
initial details.

Property Volunteers
Needed

Trim Team 2017 (Lawn
Mowing Volunteers)

We are looking to build a list of volunteers to do maintenance around the
church and school. There is no obligation for signing up; you would be
notified as help is needed and if you
are able to assist at that time you
make that commitment. Sign up in
the extended narthex. Contact Matt
Brock mattbob.brock@gmail.com if
you have questions.
Can you help keep our church clean?
We are looking for new volunteers
willing to sign-up for a week to clean
the church or help with group cleaning on the 2nd Monday of every
month at 9 a.m. Please sign-up in the
extended narthex or contact Paula
Nimmer pnimmer@new.rr.com if
you have questions.

When: Saturday October 28, 2017 at
2:00 p.m.
Where: Fox Cities Performing Arts
Center, 400 W College Ave, Appleton
Preacher: Professor Paul Koelpin
from Martin Luther College

Last year we had
an overwhelming
turnout of Martin
Luther members
who volunteered
for lawn mowing.
We have a Craftsman tractor and a
John Deere tractor which enables 2
people to be operating riding equipment simultaneously. A third team
member can be trimming with the
walk behind mower and weed
whacker to speed up completion.
The goal is to have a different 2 or 3
person team volunteer for each
week, so that more members can
share in this budget saving effort.
You will find a sign-up sheet on
the left hand corner of the Information Center desk (extended
Narthex) by the weekend of April
29th/30th. Organize your team,
pick a week that fits your schedule,
and sign up now!!! Equipment orientation will be provided to new
volunteers. THANKS!!!

Choirs: Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Choir and Area Lutheran High
School Choirs
Capacity: About 2,000 seats will be
available
Cost: Tickets will be free; Congregations will be asked to support the
service with a special gift to cover
the costs for this event
Fellowship: Following the service
there will be an opportunity for food
and fellowship at the Performing
Arts Center. There will be artwork
displayed from district schools, as
well as displays from Northwestern
Publishing House, Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, and Martin Luther
College.
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Special Gifts

Bible Study
Tuesday Evening Sisters in Scripture
The ladies of church are invited to
attend at 6:00 PM on Tuesdays in
Room 5 as they follow a Bible Study
prepared by Mr. Ken Kremer based
on his book “A Heart at Peace.” You
will find the weekly emphasis of
topic of this study described in the
weekly bulletins. If you have questions or need more information,
please contact Paula Nimmer (2331069).
Tuesday Morning & Sunday Bible
Classes
The Tuesday, 10:00 AM Bible
Class Currently we are studying the
Gospel of Matthew. You are invited
to attend and join the conversation as
we use Matthew’s Gospel accounts
to view the life and significance of
Jesus our Savior. This Gospel study
bolsters our faith and joy in knowing
how the Lord continues to bless us
and keeps us safe in His grace.

The Sunday Family Bible Hour
held between the Sunday services
(9:10 AM) We continue our study
of 1 Corinthians where the Apostle
Paul leads the people in Corinth and
in the Christian church to better understanding of the Lord and our practice of faith. You are invited to join
us as we study and talk about how
the Lord helps us live Christian lives
while living in society that has corruption.
The Adult Discipleship Committee
welcomes input from members and
invites you to share or send your Bible study requests to Pastor Berg or
Mike Strusz. Perhaps you have a
question you would like to have answered or there is a topic you would
like to study. Just share your
thoughts with either Mike or Pastor
Jeff. Thanks for your input.

Kraemer/Kleinhans Education
Fund:
In memory of Marie Misterek, $25
For Church and School:
In memory of Henry Krueger, $25
In memory of Darlene Christensen,
$250
In memory of Dr. Philip Froehlke,
$500
In memory of Lois Luebke, $3300
For Major Repair:
In memory of Franklin and Emma
Stromme, $20

May Serving Schedule
Altar Cloths

Men’s Club
Pizza Ranch Family Night will be
held on Thursday, May 4th starting
at 6:00 P.M. Please make your
reservation in the extended narthex
by printing your name on the sign-up
sheet, indicating the number of
adults ($11.50), number of children
ages 4-12 ($.80 per year) and
number of children under 4
(free). There is a $1 discount for
senior citizens (65 and over) and a
10% discount if we have more than
20 members attending. Hope to see
you all at the Pizza Ranch on May
4th. Planned activities for the rest of
2017 are:
June 8 – Timber Rattler Game &

Tailgate
July 13— Brat Fry
August 24— Corn Roast
September (TBD) Golf Tournament
October 4—Sheepshead Tournament
November 4—Breakfast
December 6—Christmas Party
Please share your comments or for
more information, please talk to a
member of Men’s club or President
Dennis Zorn.

Linda Elmer

Candles

Ellen Hennig, Karen
Berg

Communion
Ware

May 14th Kris Price

Funeral
Coordinator

Rita Neumann

Funeral
Committee
Phone

Flowers

May 28th Rita Neumann

Dawn Keup, Paula Nimmer
Muriel Sagmeister

Ellen Hennig, Christina
Evers

Date to Remember: May 8th Clean church at
9 a.m.

