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Melting Hearts Frozen by Sin
During January this year we have
had weekly opportunities to enjoy
freezing rain and snow mix. The
result has been slippery sidewalks,
roads and parking lots. Many of us
have spent time at home and church
getting rid of the storm results as
soon as we can loosen up the ice using a salt product and chipping away
the ice especially when the temperature warmed up. We expend a lot of
time and effort in this removal process because we don’t want ourselves
or others to fall and suffer injury.
Chipping ice one sidewalk block at a
time isn’t my favorite thing to do. It
is rewarding to see the end result of a
clear walkway or driveway where
the danger has been removed for all
people traveling over the formerly
icy surface.
While working on icy surfaces the
comparison to thawing a heart frozen
by sin occurred to me. Sin is even
more dangerous and causes much
greater injury to life than freezing
snow and ice. Like ice stuck frozen
on a surface which is hard to scrap or
chip off, the sin mankind indulges in

can make a person stubborn. They
are unwilling to hear they have
sinned and they stick mightily to the
practice of that sin. You get to the
point where you think sin, like stubborn ice, will always be there. With
stubborn ice we use ice melt or a
similar product to loosen the bond.
You treat the ice and come back
later. When the ice melt works, that
stubborn patch comes off. In matters
of sin we apply the word of truth of
God’s Word. Fortunately our Lord
is a patient God and He will not
abandon any soul to the grip of sin.
We can count on that and be continuous in prayer and witness for ourselves or anyone who are in the grip
of sin. Like the popular movie
“Frozen” the act and gift of love can
reverse the freezing grip. In our
case, it is the love of the Lord as
given to us through Jesus that the
Holy Spirit uses to break through the
lies and deception of sin and frees us
through forgiveness to come to our
Lord. With Him we find love and
the ability to overcome selfishness
and stubbornness. When that happens, you know the effort to use God
and His Word to overcome the curse

of sin is well worth it. We certainly
can see how the Lord makes our life
a joy to live and we rejoice together
with others who are forgiven through
Jesus to see they, too, have a life in
Jesus’ love that overcomes the grip
of sin.
We will continue through winter
keeping the sidewalks and driveways
clear because this makes it safe for
us and others. For greater reasons
may the Lord bless us to be even
more diligent and committed to using the love and Word of God to
keep us all in the forgiveness of sin
and safely on the path way of life
that leads to heaven. All this
through Jesus and for the glory of
our Lord whom we worship.

Pastor Jeffrey Berg
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Lenten Services Begin in March
Starting on March 1 with Ash
Wednesday the season of the church
year known as Lent will begin. This
means that for Ash Wednesday and
the next 5 Wednesdays we will have
two services on Wednesday for special worship as we prepare ourselves
for Holy Week and the celebration
on Easter which occur in April. We
will have the first service from 3:15
to 4:15 PM followed by a Soup Supper from 4:30 to 5:45 PM and the
second service from 6:30 to 7:30
PM.

vices in Lent focus on our need to
“Turn to Jesus” and how blessed we
are since Jesus is our Savior through
whom our sins are forgiven and who
bestows on us life and salvation.
The weekly service at the WELS
Campus house held on Thursdays
during Lent will also be the same as
our midweek Wednesday services.
More information about the Lenten
services will be given in the March
Newsletter.

This year the theme for our worship
is “Repent: Turn to Jesus.” The
messages in the six Wednesday ser-

Thursday Night Services
Thursday night services at Rising
Son Lutheran Chapel, 634 Wisconsin
Street, will resume on February 2 at
6:00 p.m. They will continue each
Thursday through May 11 except for
March 23 and April 13. During Lent
the service will feature our midweek
Lenten series.

Choir
Choir has begun again and is rehearsing to sing on February 26,
April 13 (Maundy Thursday), and
April 16 (Easter). Please join us in
the church balcony Wednesdays at
6:30 p.m.

Lutheran Military Support Group Update
Happy New Year from your Lutheran Military Support Group. 2016
will go down as the year that LMSG
took on a life of its own. Last January there were 81 congregational
members; as I type this, there are
now over 300. We all thank our Lord
and Savior for His blessings on
LMSG.
In May our Memorial Day Ammo
Can offering came in at over 40
thousand. This provided the funding
to support the WELS Military Service Committee, the National Chaplains office and various worthwhile
Veterans support groups. Please see
the entire list of LMSG grants for
2016.
Also the Veterans Day Ammo Can
offering continues to arrive with 85
congregations reporting with over 20
thousand have been received.

In 2017, our Leadership will be
reaching out to our Liaisons and
member congregations for more
Board level participation throughout
our Synod’s membership. Currently
because of our fast growth there are
more District and Synod functions
and speaker requests than we have
manpower to fulfill.
This will be my last report as President as my term is up, however I will
continue to serve as Financial Secretary to the LMSG Board.
The Lord has seen fit to trust me
with many positions of leadership
throughout my life, but none more
rewarding than President of LMSG.
The young men and women who
serve our Nation in uniform are always in our thoughts and prayers to
keep the faith as their parents have

taught them. Those of us with a little
gray hair, or no hair that have worn
the cloth of our Nation also need
help and encouragement. LMSG
stands ready to support as needs are
made known to us.
I thank everyone who helped,
prayed, served or gave to support our
LMSG mission and ministry to our
military.
Please let me introduce the incoming
President. Col. (US Army, retired)
Erhard P. Opsahl, PhD, Professor
Emeritus, Luther Preparatory
School. Col. Opsahl has been a
mighty warrior for God and Country.
Please see a more complete bio on
the LMSG website.
Semper Fi,
In His Service,
John L. Stedman, LMSG President
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New Pictorial Directory
We are producing a New Congregational directory as part of our Centennial celebration of 2017.
We have concluded taking pictures
of members. The directory committee will be meeting with the photographers, Frank and Mary Quick, to
format the pages of the directory and
determine what group pictures need
to be taken to complete the directory.
If you or your family have not had
your picture taken and would still
like to be included in the directory,

WLA Traveling Choir
please contact the Church office or
one of the Pastors. It is our intention of making the directories available to all members whose picture is
in the directory by early May, 2017.
Extra copies will cost members
$10.00 per copy. You will have to
contact the office if you want such a
copy. Deadline for ordering extra
copies is February 27, 2017. If you
have questions or need more information, please contact Pastor Berg at
235-1612 or pastorberg@martinlutheroshkosh.com.

WLA Traveling Choir will be singing for both of our services on Sunday, February 12, 2017. It is a blessing to have the choir here and we
hope that Martin Luther members
will look forward to the services.
Invite a friend or family member to
join you.

Dinner Auction

A note to children about offering envelopes

The Auction will take place March 4
at the Best Western Waterfront Hotel
downtown Oshkosh. This will be an
elegant evening
with Dinner and
Cocktails. Silent
and Live Auctions will be
available to raise
funds for YOUR Church and School.
Tickets will be available every Sunday during the Month of February.
Purchase your ticket NOW for an
evening of fun and FUNdraising.
Your support is greatly appreciated.

Dear young member of Martin Luther congregation,

DINNER AUCTION DONATIONS The dinner auction is
quickly approaching. Thank you for
all the beautiful donations we have
already received. The auction committee is requesting that if you have
a donation to please have it turned
into us by Feb. 26. This will give us
time to organize everything before
the big night. If you have any questions please contact Sara Smith 920216-2342 or saraleighsmith1@yahoo.com.

You along with other children in the
congregation ages 4 and up recently
received children’s church offering
envelopes for the year 2017. We
would like to share with you what
offering envelopes are used for and
answer some questions you may
have.
What are my offerings for? We
give offerings to God because we are
thankful for his gift of salvation in
Jesus. God doesn’t make us give offerings, but he desires our worship,
and we want to thank him for his
goodness. So we do that by giving to
him some of what he has given to us.
For example, in worship we use our
voices to praise God by singing
hymns and praying prayers. We use
our hands and feet to serve God with
the things that we do. We give to
God some of the money that he has
given us so that we can do God’s
work on earth together with other
Christians.

What are offering envelopes for?
When money is exchanged with
someone else, it’s good to keep a
record. You may have seen your parents get a receipt when they buy
something at the store. Offering envelopes are a little like that. At different times during the year, the
church will give you a record of the
offerings that you have given. Offering envelopes can also help you to
remember whether you gave an offering last week and to prepare your
offering for this week.
When and how do I give my offerings? Most of the envelopes—one
per week—have a green stripe on
top. These are for “regular offerings,” where your gift is used to do
the regular work of our congregation. Some of the envelopes—one
per month—have a yellow stripe on
top. These are for “mission offerings,” where your gift is used for a
special mission project. The mission
project for 2016-17 is WELS Christian Aid and Relief, which helps
(Continued on page 5)
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From the Principal: “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
This past month has been a busy one
as we already are making plans for
the next school year. We held Round
Up on January 26. Our round up allows us to begin preparations for
next year’s incoming early childhood
classes. We shared information about
our newly expanded offerings for our
PreK3 and PreK4 programs. Our
Building Blocks Committee has

headed up follow up with prospect
families. Ms. Anne Marquardt continues to deliberate the call to serve
our congregation as our first Early
Childhood Director. Recently, I and
a number of other church leaders
attended a conference that focused
on how we can utilize our Early
Childhood Ministry to reach those
who may not know their Savior. This
workshop will help us plan outreach

Mr. Evers, Grades 7 & 8
With basketball tournaments, a cheer
competition, and a pep rally, February is a very busy month. However,
beyond all the extra-curricular activities, there are still many things happening in 7th and 8th grade. In
ChristLight we are beginning a new
study on 1st and 2nd Peter. In this
study we will see how we have been
chosen by God to be his own. In
reading we are going to be working
our way through The Giver by Lois
Lowry. In this book we will examine the attempt that a futuristic soci-

Our faculty will be attending the
Northern Wisconsin Teachers’ Conference on February 9-10. This conference is hosted by St. Paul, Appleton. This conference gives the staff
to learn more about new educational
practices and have opportunity to be
fed by God’s Word.

Mr. Hennig, Grades 5 & 6
ety has made to eliminate problems
in their community. In social studies
we will be examining the geography
and culture of Asia. In English class
the students will be working on developing their writing skills with
several different forms of writing.
God’s blessings on your February!

Mrs. Berg, Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4
What a wonderful blessing to have
the opportunity to chat with parents
and discuss their child’s learning
adventure! Thank You all for braving the icy weather and for those
that had to reschedule! Our days are
getting much busier as the year
zooms by! Round up , Jump Rope
for Heart, preparing for our Spring
Program and singing in church are
just a few of the events coming soon!

activities that lead to opportunities to
evangelize.

The class has continued to do well in
math competition through Martin
Luther College. We recently took a
trip up to FVL for their Fox Trek
program. This day is designed for
the class to get a feel of what it is
like attending high school. In our
study of American History the class
is beginning to discover what led to
the Revolutionary War. We will see
how a group of colonies band together to defeat one of the greatest
world powers of the day.

Youth Group
Parents be sure to watch folders for
information that will be shared. Pre
K3 will explore Ground Hog Day,
our health, doctors and nurses and
the Color Red this month. Pre K4
will dive into a unit surrounding a
new book “The Nightingale”. New
letters, vocabulary , tracing, marking
with an X and in math we will jump
into Numeration (0-3). Super FUN!

Youth Group meets on Sunday
mornings from 9:15 to 10:15 to
spend time with Christian peers,
study God’s Word, and enjoy breakfast treats. High school students are
invited to attend any week they can.
We meet in the lower level of church
next to the kitchen.
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Special Gifts

Bible Study
Tuesday Evening Sisters in Scripture
The ladies of church are invited to
attend at 6:00 PM on Tuesdays in
Room 5. Due to weather conditions,
we again did not meet for two
weeks. We will finish reading “A
Heart at Peace “ in January. In February we will follow an eight lesson
Bible Study prepared by Mr. Ken
Kremer. For those of you who have
read the book at home and would
like to join us, please let Paula Nimmer know. If you have questions or
need more information, please contact Paula Nimmer (233-1069).
Tuesday Morning & Sunday Bible
Classes
The Tuesday, 10:00 AM Bible
Class Currently we are studying the
Gospel of Matthew. You are invited
to attend and join the conversation as
we use Matthew’s Gospel accounts
to view the life and significance of
Jesus our Savior. This Gospel study
bolsters our faith and joy in knowing

how the Lord continues to bless us
and keeps us safe in His grace.
The Sunday Family Bible Hour
held between the Sunday services
(9:10 AM) We continue our study
of 1 Corinthians where the Apostle
Paul leads the people in Corinth and
in the Christian church to better understanding of the Lord and our practice of faith. You are invited to join
us as we study and talk about how
the Lord helps us live Christian lives
while living in society that has corruption.
The Adult Discipleship Committee
welcomes input from members and
invites you to share or send your Bible study requests to Pastor Berg or
Mike Strusz. Perhaps you have a
question you would like to have answered or there is a topic you would
like to study. Just share your
thoughts with either Mike or Pastor
Jeff. Thanks for your input.

For Church and School:
In memory of Mark Duwe, $2000
In memory of Lois Luebke, $130
In memory of Marlyn Abraham, $40
In memory of Sarah Taylor, $25
For School:
In memory of Lois Luebke, $25
For WELS Institutional Ministries
In memory of Lois Luebke, $20

February Serving
Schedule
Altar
Cloths

Linda Elmer

Candles

Bob Walker

Communion Ware

Feb. 12 Mary Braasch

Funeral
Coordina-

Rita Neumann

Funeral
Committee
Phone
Flowers

Men’s Club
On February 1
at 7:30 PM we
will hold our
first meeting of
the new year in
the church
basement. At this meeting we will
be planning our calendar of events
for 2017. Men are invited to come
share their ideas. You may contact
Men’s Club President Dennis Zorn
ahead of time with any ideas you
may have.

Jane Hohenwalter,
Jolinda Potter
Paula Nimmer
Ellen Hennig, Christina
Evers

Date to Remember: Feb. 13th clean
church at 9:00 a.m.
(Continued from page 3)

people who need food and clothing
or who have been affected by a natural disaster like a hurricane or flood.
You can put either kind of offering
envelope in the offering plate either
at church or at Sunday School. (The
offering in chapel at Martin Luther
School is for a special school mission project.) Every Monday your
offering is taken to the bank and then
will be used for the purpose for

which you gave it. You will be helping to share the good news about
Jesus in our congregation and
throughout the world.
If you or your parents have questions
about offerings or offering envelopes, please ask us!
Yours in Jesus’ name,
Pastor Nathan Ericson
Pastor Jeffrey Berg

