
 

Pentecost 3 • September 29, October 1-2, 2016 

 

Service of the Word, page 38 in the front of the hymnal. 

Hymn—241, “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring” 

Invocation and Confession of Sins (p. 38) 

Prayer and Praise (p. 39) 

First Lesson—Genesis 2:18-24 NIV 
The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be 

alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 
 

Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the 

beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought 

them to the man to see what he would name them; and 

whatever the man called each living creature, that was its 

name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds 

of the air and all the beasts of the field.  

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the Lord 

God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he 

was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the 

place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the 

rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the 

man.  

The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh 

of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken 

out of man.”  

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 

be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.  

Psalm of the Day—Psalm 139b (p. 117) 

Second Lesson—Ephesians 5:21–6:4 NIV 
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  
Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the 

husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the 

church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the 

church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to 

their husbands in everything.  

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 

church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 

cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 

and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without 

stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 

blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their 

wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 

himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he 

feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church—for we 

are members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave 

his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 

will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I 

am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one 

of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the 

wife must respect her husband.  

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

“Honor your father and mother”—which is the first 

commandment with a promise—“that it may go well with 

you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 

Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring 

them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.  

Verse of the Day—Hebrews 2:12 cf. RSV 
Alleluia. I will proclaim your name to my people; in the 

midst of the congregation I will praise you. Alleluia. 

Gospel—Mark 10:2-16 NIV 
Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it 

lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”  

“What did Moses command you?” he replied.  

They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate 

of divorce and send her away.”  

“It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote 

you this law,” Jesus replied. “But at the beginning of 

creation God ‘made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason 

a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 

wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no 

longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, 

let man not separate.”  

When they were in the house again, the disciples asked 

Jesus about this. He answered, “Anyone who divorces his 

wife and marries another woman commits adultery against 

her. And if she divorces her husband and marries another 

man, she commits adultery.”  

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him 

touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw 

this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little 

children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, 

anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little 

child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his 

arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. 

Hymn—503, “Oh, Blessed Home” 

Sermon—Mark 10:2-16 

Marriage Is a Match Made in Heaven 

1. When it mirrors God’s institution 

2. When it models God’s love 

Apostles’ Creed (p. 41) 

Offering 

Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer (p. 41) 

Thanksgiving, Prayer and Blessing (p. 43) 



Hymn—500, “For Christian Homes, O Lord, We Pray” 


