
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

June 29, July 2& 3, 2016 

 

 

    



 

 

One Nation Under God -  

A Service Celebrating Our Liberty and Freedom 

 

Please Stand for the Opening Portion of the Service 

 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 

 fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen.  

 

A RESPONSIVE CELEBRATION of 

Liberty Under God 
Based on Psalm 33 and God Bless Our Native Land/ 

My Country ‘Tis of Thee 

 

God bless our native land! 

Firm may she ever stand Through storm and night. 

When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do thou our country save, By thy great might. 

 

My country ‘tis of thee, 

Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I sing. 

Land where my fathers died! Land of the Pilgrim’s pride! 

From every mountain side, Let freedom ring! 

 

 

 



M: All you that are righteous, shout for joy at what the Lord has done. 

C: Praise him, all you that obey him. 

M: Worship the Lord, all the earth! 

C: Honor him, all peoples of the world! 

M: The Lord frustrates the purposes of the nations. 

C: He keeps them from carrying out their plans. 

M: But his plans endure forever. 

C: His purposes last eternally. 

M: Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord; 

C: Happy are the people he has chosen to be his own! 

 

My native country, thee, 

Land of the noble free, Thy name I love. 

I love thy rocks and rills, Thy woods and templed hills; 

My heart with rapture fills Like that above. 

 

For her our prayer shall rise  

To God above the skies, On him we wait. 

Thou who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye, 

To thee aloud we cry, God save our state! 

 

M: The Lord looks down from heaven and sees all  mankind. 

C: From where he rules, he looks down on all who live on earth. 

      He forms all their thoughts and knows everything they do. 

M: Mighty armies alone cannot win wars for a ruler. 

C: Great strength by itself cannot keep a soldier safe. 

M: We put our hope in the Lord. 

C: He is our protector and our help. 

M: We are glad because of him. 

C: We trust his holy name. 

M: May your constant love be with us, Lord,       

 as we put our hope in you. 

 

 

 



Let music swell the breeze, 

And ring from all the trees Sweet freedom’s song. 

Let mortal tongues awake; Let all that breathe partake; 

Let rocks their silence break, The sound prolong. 

 

Our fathers’ God to thee, 

Author of liberty, To thee we sing. 

Long may our land be bright, With freedom’s holy light; 

Protect us by thy might, Great God, our King! 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with 

humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our 

sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, 

and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

 

C: Amen.   

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 
 M: Lord, God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country 

won liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for 

nations then still unborn: Grant that we and all the people of this land 

may have the grace to maintain the freedoms you have given to us in 



righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.                               

C:  Amen. 

Please be seated 

FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 26:1-12 

In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: 

We have a strong city; God makes salvation its walls and ramparts. Open 

the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith. 

You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he 

trusts in you.  Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is 

the Rock eternal.  He humbles those who dwell on high, he lays the lofty 

city low; he levels it to the  ground and casts it down to the dust.  Feet 

trample it down – the feet of the oppressed, the footsteps of the poor.  

The path of the righteous is level; O upright One, you make the way of 

the righteous smooth.  Yes, LORD, walking in the way of your laws, we 

wait for you; your name and renown are the desire of our hearts.  My 

soul yearns for you in the night;  in the morning my spirit longs for you.  

When your judgments come upon the earth, the people of the world learn 

righteousness.  Though grace is shown to the wicked, they do not learn  

righteousness;  even in a land of uprightness they go on doing evil and 

regard not the majesty of the LORD.  O LORD, your hand is lifted high, 

but they do not see it.  Let them see your zeal for your people and be put 

to shame; let the  fire reserved for your enemies consume them.  LORD, 

you establish peace for us;  all that we have accomplished you have done  

for us. 

 

 

 



THE PSALM:  Psalm 66, page 90 

 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!* 

Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious! 

 

Praise our God, O peoples,* 

let the sound of his praise be heard. 

 

He has preserved our lives* 

and kept our feet from slipping. 

 

Refrain 

 

Come and listen, all you who fear God;* 

let me tell you what he has done for me. 

 

If I had cherished sin in my heart,* 

the Lord would not have listened; 

 

but God has surely listened* 

and heard my voice in prayer. 

 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Steven Warner. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, 

www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

THE EPISTLE:  Galatians 6:1-10, 14-16 

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should 

restore him gently.  But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.  

Carry each other’s  burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 

Christ.  If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives 

himself.  Each one should test his own actions.  Then he can take pride in 

himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, for each one 

should carry his own load.  Anyone who receives instruction in the word 

must share all good things with his instructor.   

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps what he sows.  

The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap 

destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will 

reap eternal life.  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 

proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  Therefore, as we 

have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believers. 

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world,  Neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything: what counts is a new 

creation.  Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the Israel 

of God. 



THE GOSPEL: Luke 10:1-12, 16-20 

 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by 

two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. He 

told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the 

Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.  

Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.  Do not take a purse 

or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.  When you enter 

a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you.  Heal the sick who 

are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near.’  But when you 

enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the 

dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you.  Yet be 

sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.’  I tell you, it will be more 

bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. He who listens to you 

listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me 

rejects him who sent me.”  The seventy-two returned with joy and said, 

“Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.”  He replied, “I saw  

Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  I have given you authority to 

trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the 

enemy; nothing will harm you.  However, do not rejoice that the spirits 

submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

SERMON HYMN: Before the Lord We Bow 

Before the Lord we bow, The God who reigns above 

And rules the world below In boundless power and love. 

Our thanks we bring; 

In joy and praise Our hearts we raise 

To heav’n’s high King. 

 

The nation thou hast blessed May well thy love declare, 

From foes and fears at rest, Protected by thy care, 

For this fair land, 

For this bright day Our thanks we pay –  

Gifts of thy hand. 

 

 



May ev’ry mountain height, Each vale and forest green, 

Shine in thy Word’s pure light And its rich fruits be seen! 

May ev’ry tongue 

Be tuned to praise And join to raise 

A grateful song! 

 

Earth, hear thy Maker’s voice; Thy great Redeemer own. 

Believe, obey, rejoice, And worship him alone. 

Cast down thy pride! 

Thy sin deplore And bow before 

The Crucified! 

And when in pow’r he comes,  Oh, may our native land 

From all its rending tombs Send forth a glorious band, 

A countless throng, 

And, joyful sing, To heav’n’s high King 

Salvation’s song! 

 

Please REMAIN SEATED following this hymn before the sermon 

SERMON: Isaiah 26:1-12 

Recipe for a Peaceful Nation 

Please STAND  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty 

 maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended into hell. 

   The third day he rose again from the dead. 

   He ascended into heaven 



 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

   From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Please BE SEATED 

THE OFFERING 

Please STAND 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  

M: Almighty God, We acknowledge with thanks that all we have and 

enjoy is a gift from your gracious hand.  We come before you today in 

heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its people. 

C: We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to 

serve you without fear. 

M: You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the 

beauty of forest and mountain, and marvels of medicine and science. 

C: For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 

M: Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished 

liberties.  Enable our leaders to govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, 

and justice.  Protect those who serve in the armed forces and those who 

maintain peace and safety in our communities.. 

C: Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the 

common good. 

M: Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong.  Bless 

our fields that they may produce abundant harvests.  Guard us from 



calamities of nature and accident, and spare our land from the ravages of 

disease and epidemic. 

C: Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 

M: Strengthen the homes of our nation.  By your Spirit lead husbands 

and wives to love each other, parents to nurture their children, young 

adults to assume responsibility, and children to show respect. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and requests.  O hear our 

prayers for Jesus’ sake, in whose name we also join to pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgives us our trespasses 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please BE SEATED 

 

 



SONG: Battle Hymn of the Republic 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord, 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored 

He has loosed the fateful lightening of his terrible swift sword. 

His truth is marching on. 

Refrain: 

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 

His truth is marching on. 

 

I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps. 

They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps. 

I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps. 

His day is marching on. 

Refrain: 

 

I have read a fiery gospel writ in burnished rows of steel, 

“As you deal with my contemners, So with you my grace shall deal.” 

Let the Hero born of woman, crush the serpent with His heel 

Since God is marching on. 

Refrain: 

 

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat. 

He is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat. 

Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him!  Be jubilant, my feet! 

Our God is marching on. 

Refrain: 

 

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 

With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me, 

As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free, 

While God is marching on. 

Refrain: 



Please STAND 

CLOSING PRAYER 

M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have 

brought us safely to this day.  Defend us with your mighty power, and 

grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of 

danger; and in all we do, direct us to do what is right in your sight, 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C: (sing) Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

    The Lord look on you with favor + and give you peace. 

C: (sing) Amen. Amen. Amen. 

CLOSING SONG: Almighty Father Strong to Save 

(Also known as “The Navy Hymn”) 

 

Almighty Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm has bound the restless wave, 

Who bids the mighty ocean deep Its own appointed limits keep. 

Oh, hear our earnest humble plea For those in peril on the sea. 

 

O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain 

O’er which our traffic runs amain, 

By mountain pass or valley low, Wherever, Lord, your people go, 

Protect them by your guarding hand From every peril on the land. 

 

O Spirit, whom the Father sent 

To spread abroad the firmament; 

O Wind of heaven, by your might, Save all who dare the eagle’s flight 

And keep them by your watchful care From ev’ry peril in the air. 



 

 

O Trinity of love and pow’r, 

Your people shield in danger’s hour, 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe, Protect them all where’er they go; 

Thus evermore to you shall be Glad praise from air and land and sea 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


