
 

Epiphany 7 • February 16, 18-19, 2017 

 

On Saturday, we worship according to Evening Prayer, p. 54. 
On Sunday, we worship according to Morning Praise, p. 45. 

Sunday: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

Saturday: Liturgy and Evening Hymn, pp. 54-56 
Sunday: Morning Hymn and Liturgy, pp. 45-47 

Psalm of the Day—Psalm 103 (p. 105) 

Lesson—1 Samuel 26:7-25 EHV 
So during the night David and Abishai went through the people in the 

camp, and they saw that Saul lay sleeping inside the defensive perimeter 

of the camp, with his spear stuck into the ground beside his head. Abner 

and the rest of the men were lying all around him. 

Then Abishai said to David, “God has delivered your enemy into your 

hand today. Please let me strike him and pin him to the ground with my 

spear. One time, that’s all I’ll need. I won’t need to strike him a second 

time.” 

But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him, for who can stretch 

out his hand against the Lord’s anointed and be guiltless?” David 

continued, “As the Lord lives, the Lord will strike him, or his day will 

come and he will die, or he will go down into battle and be swept away. 

May I be cursed if I stretch out my hand against the Lord’s anointed. 

Now go and take the spear that is beside his head and the jar of water, 

and we will go.” 

So David took the spear and the jar of water that were next to Saul’s 

head, and they left. No one saw them. No one knew anything. And no 

one woke up. They were all sound asleep, because a deep sleep from the 

Lord had fallen on them. 

Then David moved over across from the camp and stood on the top of 

the mountain some distance away. There was a lot of space between 

them. Then David shouted to the people and to Abner son of Ner, 

“Abner, are you going to answer?” 

Abner responded, “Who are you to be shouting at the king?” 

David said to Abner, “Aren’t you a man? Who is like you in Israel? So 

why haven’t you kept watch over your lord, the king? For someone came 

into the camp to destroy your lord, the king. This thing that you have 

done is not good. As the Lord lives, you deserve to die, because all of 

you have not kept watch over your master, the Lord’s anointed. Now 

look around! Where are the king’s spear and the jar of water that was 

next to his head?” 

Saul recognized David’s voice and said, “Is this your voice, David, my 

son?” 

David said, “It is my voice, my lord, the king.” He added, “Why does 

my lord pursue his servant? What have I done? What evil is there in my 

hand? So please, let my lord the king listen to the words of his servant. If 

it is the Lord who has stirred you up against me, let him accept an 

offering. But if it is other people, may they be cursed before the Lord, for 

they have driven me out today so that I cannot remain in my share of the 

Lord’s inheritance. They keep saying, ‘Go, serve other gods!’ Now 

therefore, do not let my blood fall to the earth away from the presence of 

the Lord, for the king of Israel has come out searching for a flea, or like 

someone who hunts for a partridge in the mountains.” 

Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Come back, David my son, for I will 

not harm you anymore, because my life was precious in your eyes today. 

I have acted like a fool and have made a terrible mistake.” 

David responded, “Look, here is your spear, O king! Let one of the 

young men come over and get it. May the Lord deal with every man 

according to his righteousness and his faithfulness, because the Lord 

handed you over to me today, but I would not stretch out my hand 

against the Lord’s anointed. Just as your life was precious in my eyes 

today, so let my life be precious in the Lord’s eyes, and let him deliver 

me from all persecution.” 

Then Saul said to David, “May you be blessed, David my son. You 

will certainly accomplish great things, and you will certainly endure.” 

So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his own place. 

Gospel—Matthew 5:38-48 EHV 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 

tooth.’ But I tell you, do not resist an evildoer. If someone strikes you on 

your right cheek, turn to him the other also. If anyone wants to sue you 

to take away your shirt, give him your coat too. Whoever compels you to 

go one mile, go with him two. Give to the one who asks you, and do not 

turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father who is in 

heaven. For he makes his sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. Indeed if you love those who 

love you, what reward do you have? Even tax collectors do that, don’t 

they? If you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than 

others? Do not even the unbelievers do that? So then, be perfect, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect.” 

Seasonal Response 
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Hymn—492, “Son of God, Eternal Savior” 

Lesson—Romans 12:9-21 EHV 
Do not just pretend to love others. Hate what is evil. Cling to what 

is good. Be devoted to one another with brotherly love. Think of 

others as deserving more honor than yourselves. Do not be lagging 

behind in zeal, but be fervent in spirit, as you continue to serve the 

Lord. Be joyful in hope. Endure trials patiently. Persist in prayer. 

Share with the saints who are in need. Be quick to welcome strangers 

as guests. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless, and do not curse. Rejoice 

with those who are rejoicing; weep with those who are weeping. 

Have the same respect for one another. Do not be arrogant, but 

associate with the humble. Do not think too highly of yourselves. 

Do not pay anyone back evil for evil. Focus on those things that 

everyone considers noble. If it is possible, as far as it depends on 

you, maintain peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, dear 

friends, but leave room for God’s wrath. For it is written, 

“Vengeance is mine; I will repay,” says the Lord. But: 

If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

if he is thirsty, give him a drink. 

For by doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head. 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Sermon—Overcome Evil with Good (Romans 12:9-21) 

Hymn—93, “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 

Offering 

Saturday: Liturgy, pp. 59-61 
Sunday: Liturgy, pp. 50-51 

Hymn—92, “Brightest and Best” 


