
 

Advent 3 • December 8, 10–11, 2016 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament, p. 26 in front part of hymnal. 

Hymn—7, “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

Invocation and Confession of Sins (p. 26) 

Prayer and Praise (p. 27) 

First Lesson—Job 1:6-22 EHV 

There was a day when the sons of God came to present 

themselves before the Lord, and Satan also went in with them. The 

Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” 

Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming the earth and walking 

around on it.” 

Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant 

Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a man who is blameless 

and upright, who fears God and turns away from evil.” 

Satan answered the Lord, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 

Have you not put a protective hedge around him and his household 

and all that belongs to him? You have blessed the work of his 

hands, and his livestock have spread throughout the land. But 

stretch out your hand and strike all that is his. Surely he will curse 

you to your face!” 

So the Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then. All he has is in 

your hand. Only you may not stretch out your hand against the 

man himself.” So Satan left the presence of the Lord. 

One day when Job’s sons and daughters were eating and 

drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, a messenger came to 

Job and said, “The oxen were plowing, and the female donkeys 

were grazing nearby, when the Sabeans swooped down and took 

them away. They put the servants to death with the sword—and I 

am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

While he was still speaking, another servant came and said, 

“The fire of God fell from the sky and burned the flocks and the 

servants and devoured them—and I am the only one who has 

escaped to tell you!” 

While he was still speaking, another servant came and said, 

“The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and plundered the 

camels and took them. They put the servants to death with the 

sword—and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

While he was still speaking, another servant came and said, 

“Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their 

oldest brother’s house. Suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the 

wilderness and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on 

the young people, and they died—and I am the only one who has 

escaped to tell you!” 

Then Job got up, tore his robe, and shaved his head. He fell to 

the ground and worshipped, saying, “Naked I came from my 

mother’s womb, and naked I will return. The Lord gave, and the 

Lord has taken away. May the name of the Lord be blessed.” 

In all this, Job did not sin or blame God. 

Psalm of the Day—Psalm 146 (p. 120) 

Second Lesson—James 5:7-11 EHV 

Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See 

how the farmer waits for the valuable harvest from the ground, 

patiently waiting for it, until it receives the early and late rain. You 

be patient too. Strengthen your hearts because the coming of the 

Lord is near. 

Do not complain about one another, brothers, so that you will 

not be judged. Look! The Judge is standing at the doors! Brothers, 

take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord as an example 

of suffering with patient endurance. See, we consider those who 

endured to be blessed. You have heard of the patient endurance of 

Job and have seen what the Lord did in the end, because the Lord 

is especially compassionate and merciful.  

Verse of the Day—Matthew 11:10 cf. NIV 

Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way before you. Alleluia. 

Gospel—Matthew 11:2-11 EHV 

While John was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was 

doing. He sent two of his disciples to ask him, “Are you the 

Coming One or should we wait for someone else?” 

Jesus answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and 

see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 

leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the gospel 

is preached to the poor. Blessed is the one who does not take 

offense at me.” 

As these two were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the crowds 

about John. “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A 

reed shaken by the wind? What did you go out to see? A man 

dressed in soft clothing? No, those who wear soft clothing are in 

kings’ houses. So what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 

tell you! And he is much more than a prophet. This is the one 

about whom it is written, ‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead 

of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Amen I tell you: 

Among those born of women there has not appeared anyone 

greater than John the Baptist. Yet whoever is least in the kingdom 

of heaven is greater than he.” 

Hymn—14, “Arise, O Christian People” 

Sermon—Amid Your Preparation, Also Rejoice (Marthew 11) 

Nicene Creed (p. 31) 

Offering 

Prayer of the Church (p. 123); Lord’s Prayer (p. 32) 

The Sacrament (p. 33) 

Hymn—93, “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 

Thanksgiving, Prayer and Blessing (p. 36) 

Hymn—12, “Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes” 


