
 In October there are a number of 

significant actions in our congrega-

tion that reflect that we “Think Spiri-

tually and Act Locally.”  The Fi-

nance Committee is preparing the 

2017 ministry plan budget.  The vari-

ous Chairmen of Committees are 

providing the Finance Committee 

with the cost of doing their work 

they do for the Lord and our congre-

gation.   

 

At the same time all members re-

ceive their 3rd quarter giving state-

ment  for 2016 which gives us a 

chance to evaluate if we are fulfilling 

our planned offering commitment 

this year. We think of how we can 

meet and exceed our goals. Typically 

the last three months of any year call 

for increased giving because there 

are lower offerings over the summer 

months, but the bills keep coming.  

Here we act spiritually in prayer 

seeking the Lord’s help to fulfill our 

commitments.  Then as we vote in 

November on the spending plan of 

our ministry, we can determine our 

offering commitment to the Lord for 

2017.   

We also need men to serve on our 

Servant Leadership Board since at 

least 6 men according to our By-laws 

have completed their eligibility to 

serve 6 years.  If you are willing to 

serve or would like to suggest some-

one to serve, contact Dan Smith our 

Congregational Vice President.  

Please pray for men willing to serve 

spiritually in leadership for us.   

 

Right now we have an extra chal-

lenge in covering the expense of re-

paving our parking lot.  We have 

added the cost to our indebtedness 

because we did not have the cash in 

hand to pay for it, but with special 

offerings above our weekly offerings 

we can quickly pay off the increased 

debt.  The repaving effort was 

needed for many reasons.  However, 

like all we do, the spiritual reason is 

part of our desire to give good stew-

ardship efforts in thanksgiving to our 

Lord building upon what He blesses 

us with.   

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Living In The Spirit  

One of the catchy slogans in past 

years was “Think globally, Act lo-

cally.”  The challenge was be aware 

of the consequences that our local 

action like recycling and preserving 

the environment has on others. 

  

We can paraphrase this idea with 

much more important emphasis, 

“Think Spiritually, Act locally.”  By 

saying this we as Christians are 

aware that the Lord through His 

Word has revealed to us His plan of 

salvation whereby, “God our Savior 

wants all people to be saved and to 

come to a knowledge of the truth”(1 

Timothy 2:4).   The Lord has called 

us all to be his people and teaches us 

we are a “new creation” (2 Corin-

thians 5:17ff).  We cast off the old 

self-concscious way of thinking and 

think, plan and act the way the Lord 

teaches us.  We recognize our con-

gregational efforts are part of God’s 

eternal plans for all mankind.  

Through us as His sons and daugh-

ters the Lord carries out his ministry 

of spreading the Gospel of salvation.   
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The following is an update from the 

new Lutheran Military Support 

Group. Martin Luther congregation 

is organizing a local chapter of the 

LMSG with Roger Grosnick (U.S. 

Navy, Retired) as our congregational 

liaison. We are seeking the names of 

active or former military within our 

congregation. For more information, 

contact Roger at 920-285-5593 or 

rgrosnick@gmail.com, and visit lu-

theranmilitary.org online. 

As a coalition of Wisconsin Synod 

and Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

churches that is interested in and 

supportive of all its members who 

have served in the protection of our 

country and it’s constitution, let’s 

spend a minute or two thinking about 

unsung heroes. 

Obvious to us would be the deco-

rated serviceman who is still serving 

or the uniformed servicewomen who 

marches in the 4th of July parades. 

What is not so noticeable to Ameri-

cans in general and to our Lutheran 

church members, is the support team 

behind that Service-connected. I’m 

referring to the spouse and the chil-

dren of the person doing military 

service. Their support of the military 

person is critical to that person’s per-

formance while on duty or while try-

ing to reintegrate back into civilian 

life. 

The support provided by the spouse 

and children maintains the combat 

person’s sense of purpose when fac-

ing life and death situations. A 

Christian military family’s support 

maintains the hope and forgiveness 

that the former military person needs 

who might be struggling with de-

pression and PTSD. 

The role of the military family is 

indeed critical. But the military fam-

ily is in the background and not on 

the parade grounds. And thus, they 

are largely, invisible in society and 

even in our congregations. They 

have become … the unsung heroes. 

And being “unsung” in their support 

role for the Service-connected 

spouse/parent, their needs can easily 

be overlooked. If the literature points 

out that caring for a dying person can 

burn out a caregiver, it would be safe 

to say that caring for Service-

connected spouse who is or has been 

“in harm’s way” can burn out the 

staunchest of military spouses and 

children. 

There are secular organizations that 

exist to help the serviceman. But the 

most effective and long-lasting help 

available is the spiritual support and 

loving concern of Jesus shown to the 

military family by the other members 

in one’s congregation. 

To help our Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod and Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod congregations to 

understand who the unsung heroes 

are, what they are going through, and 

how each congregant can lovingly 

and a n d spiritually reach out to the 

military families within their own 

congregations, the Lutheran Military 

Support Group has taken a step to 

make this help available. 

Last month, in late August, the Lu-

theran Military Support Group added 

two more National Board members 

to help in this mission. Mr. David 

Baird (SGT, U.S. Army) of South 

Elgin, Illinois and Thomas Kroon 

(SGT, U.S. Army) of Omaha, Ne-

braska were chosen to focus both of 

their efforts on the Military Family. 

They will be busy becoming the 

Board’s experts on the needs of the 

Military Family (which is one of 

three missions of the LMSG). They 

will then take their knowledge and 

experience to share ideas of how to 

support military families on the con-

gregational level, and to develop 

programs that can be implemented 

nationally. 

Keep Mr. Baird and Mr. Kroon in 

your prayers as they begin working 

on behalf of your congregation and 

it’s military families. And … unsung 

heroes, thank you!  

Singing the Praise of Unsung Heroes 
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October Serving Sched-

ule 

Altar Cloths Linda Elmer 

Candles Dawn Keup, Muriel 

Sagmeister 

Communion 

Ware 

Oct. 9th Carol Hansen 

Oct. 30th Sara Hanne-

man 

Funeral  

Coordinator 

Rita Neumann 

Funeral  

Committee 

Dawn Keup, 

Jan Koerwitz 

Phone Paula Nimmer 

Flowers Ellen Hennig, Chris-

tina Evers 

      Dates to Remember: Oct. 10th clean 

church at 9 a.m.   

mailto:rgrosnick@gmail.com
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ready done so, please add your name 

to the lists of many needed “Town’s 

People” for the Town of Bethlehem.  

These “Town’s People” will also 

need to be fed, so maybe you can 

offer to donate something to add to 

the menu.  We definitely want to 

encourage our young people to be a 

part of the Live Nativity, but that 

means that parents will also need to 

take an active role.  No child may be 

“dropped off” and left unsupervised.               

This is our 6th year that our congre-

gation will be offering to share the 

Christmas message with our commu-

nity with this event.  A key role to 

making this happen is a publicity 

person to help us get the word out.  If 

you can help in this way, add your 

name to the list, and we will contact 

you on how you can help. 

Also, we are looking for some new 

stands for our Live Nativity signs.  

Thank you 

to all those 

that have 

responded 

with dona-

tions and 

volunteer-

ing your time for the Live Nativity.    

Please continue to check out the dis-

play in the extended narthex and of-

fer your continued support.        

A huge thank you to Katie Shively 

for signing up to help with the food 

for the “Town of Bethlehem Peo-

ple”.  Another thank you to Dennis 

Zorn for agreeing to apply for a 

Thrivent Action Team Grant ($250).  

This money will be used to help pur-

chase items where we are short on 

donations.     

This is a congregational effort to 

share the Christmas message with 

our community.  If you haven’t al-
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Live Nativity 

Campus Ministry Meets 
Thursdays at Rising Son  

Rising Son Campus Ministry meets 

on Thursday nights. College students 

and college-aged individuals are 

invited to the campus house, 634 

Wisconsin Street, for Bible study 

each Thursday night from 7:00 to 

8:00 p.m. Chapel is held at 6:00 

p.m.; come for either or both.  

You are invited to worship Thursday 

nights at Rising Son chapel, 634 

Wisconsin Street, if it works best for 

your schedule. The Thursday night 

service at Rising Son is the same as 

the services at Martin Luther the fol-

lowing weekend. The chapel has a 

parking lot off of Amherst Avenue 

and is handicap accessible.  

This being an election year, if you 

have any election signs in your yard, 

please bring them in after the elec-

tion and leave them by the Live Na-

tivity display in the extended nar-

thex.  We have several stands that 

need to be replaced.     

Our Live Nativity takes a large num-

ber of people to make it run 

smoothly. In addition to all of the 

areas already mentioned, we need 

many hands on deck to help us set-

up and take-down the “town” on 

Dec. 3rd.   If you have any questions 

regarding this event, contact Paula 

Nimmer (233-1069).  Questions can 

also be directed to Karen Berg.  May 

we count on you to help us continue 

this opportunity of sharing our Live 

Nativity with our community?  

Trunks Needed for Trunk 
or Treat 

This year’s 

Trunk or Treat 

event will be 

on Sunday, 

October 23, 

from 1:00 to 

3:00 p.m. We have a goal of 40 

trunks to hand out candy for this out-

reach event. Start brainstorming now 

about your trunk’s theme! Trunk 

sign-up begins September 11. If you 

have any questions, please contact 

Diana Wendland at 920-267-1822.  

Midweek Worship at Ris-
ing Son  



We will be holding the first auction 

meeting between services on October 

2.We will gather in the church and 

school lobby and then find a place to 

meet. If you would like to help 

please attend this meeting. We need 

help collecting donations and work-

ing the night of the auction. Every-

one is welcome and we will find a 

place for any volunteers. Any ques-

tions please contact Sara Smith at 

920-216-2342 or sara-

leighsmith1@yahoo.com. 

The Auction will take place on 

March 4, 2017 at the Best Western 

Waterfront Hotel in downtown Osh-

kosh. Tickets will be $50.00 per per-

son ($10.00 tax deductible) and in-

clude an elegant dinner, beer, wine 

and soda. You will also be included 

in a drawing for a 4 night 5 day stay 

in Cancun with each ticket bought. 

Ticket sales are limited and will be 

offered first come, first served, by 

cash or check. Dinner is as follows: 

Tossed Garden Salad with French 

and Ranch dressing; Bacon Wrapped 

Pork marinated in root beer and sa-

vory herbs paired with Breast of 

Chicken dry rubbed with our secret 

blend and finished with a blueberry 

gastrique; accompanied by Rustic 

Herb Smashed Potatoes and Green 

Top Baby Carrots; dinner rolls and 

butter; dessert to tempt your sweet 

tooth; coffee, tea and milk. 

. 
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Auction! Auction! Auction!  Auction Volunteers 

 

By God’s grace we live with Him 

and our salvation in mind.  With His 

blessing He enables us to think, 

speak and act in ways that give the 

testimony that we belong Him and 

delight in carrying out His ministry 

on earth.   

                                                                                                                          

Pastor Jeffrey Berg 

(Continued from page 1) In memory of Chuck Radtke, $100 

for Church and School 

This year, October 31 marks the 

499th anniversary of the Lutheran 

Reformation. We will have special 

Reformation worship on Sunday, 

October 30, and our choir will be 

part of one of the area Reformation 

festival services that afternoon. 

 

One area Reformation service will be 

held at Saint Peter Lutheran Church 

in Fond du Lac. The service begins 

at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 30. 

Saint Peter is located at 1600 S Main 

St. Our Martin Luther choir will be 

joining with other church choirs as 

part of the service. Professor Earle 

Treptow of Wisconsin Lutheran 

Seminary will be the guest preacher. 

 

Another area Reformation service 

will be held at Fox Valley Lutheran 

High School in Appleton, also on 

Sunday, October 30. The service 

begins at 4:00 p.m. FVL is located at 

5300 N Meade St. 

Please make plans to enjoy these 

special opportunities for worship and 

fellowship! 

 

 

Special Gifts 

Reformation 499: Join the 
Celebration 

mailto:saraleighsmith1@yahoo.com
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The school year is off to a great start. 

The students and teachers are excited 

to delve into the wonders of God’s 

creation in all curricular areas. The 

blessings of our school go far be-

yond the classroom as our students 

gain the tools everyday to be life-

long disciples of their Savior.  

The last week of September our stu-

dents participated in the annual fall 

standardized testing. We continue to 

use the Synod recommended Terra 

Nova III test for students in grades 3-

8. These test give us one tool to as-

sess student achievement and effec-

tive classroom instruction.. This year 

the teachers will be attending State 

Teachers’ Conference on October 27

-28 in Milwaukee. The staff has an 

in-service day on October 31. Parent/

Teacher Conferences will be held in 

the evening in the gym on November 

1st.   

Fall athletics are in full swing. Both 

of our volleyball teams and soccer 

team  have had a successful season 

thus far and will wrap up the season 

by the middle of the month. Please 

check the school activities calendar 

on the church and school website for 

upcoming games. We would love to 

have you attend. 

 

WLA is hosting their annual 8th 

grade visitation on October 7th They 

moved up this 8th grade event as well 

as their registration for the following 

year to assist with their planning. It 

will also give them the opportunity 

to follow up with families who are 

unsure about freshman enrollment.  

 

Finally, I want to thank everyone for 

their prayers and support of our 

school ministry. We are in an excit-

ing time of ministry as we look for 

ways to expand our Early Childhood 

Ministry in the hope to reach more 

families with the message of salva-

tion. 

From the Principal: “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

Each Sunday morning high school 

age youth meets from 9:15-10:15am 

in the Youth Room (beside the 

kitchen in the basement). We gather 

to study God's Word, enjoy some 

time with Christian peers, and have a 

breakfast treat. It's a joy to see God's 

grace and have our faith strength-

ened by this time together. We will 

also have occasional activities on 

Sunday afternoons. Watch the bulle-

tin for updates! If you'd like to re-

ceive text alerts about Youth Group 

activities sign up by texting 

@mlteens to 81010.   

Our year is off to a good start.  The 

students have settled into our rou-

tines and are adjusting to their new 

roles as seventh and eighth graders.   

This month in Christ Light  we will 

be studying how to make God pleas-

ing decisions in our daily lives.  In 

reading we will be seeing the diffi-

culties that a young Jewish girl from 

Russia faces as her family moves to 

America.  In social studies we will 

be studying the geography, history, 

and culture of Europe.  In English 

we will continue to work on our 

writing and editing skills.   

The first quarter already comes to a 

close on October 21.  The students  

are working individually to complete 

their Accelerated Reader goals, 

sketching challenges, and typing les-

sons for the first quarter by that date, 

in addition to their daily work.   

God’s blessings on your month! 
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Mr. Evers, Grades 7 & 8 

On Saturday, October 22, parish 

nurses and nurses in the parish alike 

have opportunity to gather at St. Pe-

ter’s Lutheran Church in Fond du 

Lac. Dr. Jennifer Lundgren of 

WLCFS in Minnesota will speak on 

“Caregiving: Struggles and Strate-

gies for Coping.” Debbie Dietrich of 

TLHA will speak on “The Parish 

Nurse Role of Volunteer Coordina-

tor” and “Nurses Serving in Retire-

ment.” All nurses and nursing stu-

dents are invited to attend. Online 

registration is now live at 

welsnurses.net.  

Nurses in WELS: A 
Gathering of 
Professionals  

Youth Group 



Mr. Hennig, Grades 5 &  6 

Third and fourth grade are off to a 

busy start of the school year. Grade 

four has been working hard to add 

and subtract numbers into the mil-

lions place while third grade has 

been multiplying and dividing. 

We’ve studies matter in Science and 

are now examining how God pro-

vides energy for our planet. Both 

classes have been hard at work read-

ing in the accelerated reader program 

and have already read over two mil-

lion words! Finally, our Christ light 

lessons will be focusing on the New 

Testament this year. We rejoice at 

our God’s awesome work of salva-

tion for us. 

 

Mr. Seeger, Grades 3 & 4 
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What a wonderful group of little 

people!  All are settling into their 

classroom routine very nicely!  We 

enjoyed our first  field trip to the  

Little Farmer.—Hayride, pumpkins, 

apples and even a Queen Bee sight-

ing!  What a great Adventure.  Pre K 

is now working very hard on learn-

ing our special song to share in 

church on October 15th.  Pre K3 is 

also working on learning how to 

print our names, studying owls, 

leaves, triangle, pumpkins and the 

color orange.  They also will begin 

learning the letters of the alphabet!  

Pre K4 is busy everyday perfecting 

their names, learning new words and 

concepts in math.  In October we 

look forward to fire safety and a real 

Fire Truck visiting our school.  May 

all we do be to the Glory of God! 

New Pictorial Directory 

time. We urge all members to find a 

time that works so we can minimize 

calling you to encourage you to sign 

up.  

 

All members who participate will 

receive a free copy of the Parish Di-

rectory.  Additional copies are each 

$10.00. 

Volunteers Needed: 

We are also looking for members 

who would like to take organization 

pictures and outside pictures for the 

directory. Please talk to Pastor Berg 

to volunteer to take pictures.   

 

Anyone willing to serve on the Di-

rectory Committee is invited to come 

to a 7:00 PM meeting on Monday, 

October 17.   For more information 

about the directory please contact 

Pastor Berg at  235-1612 or pastor-

berg@martinlutheroshkosh.com.  

We are producing a New Congrega-

tional directory as part of our Cen-

tennial celebration of 2017.  

Portrait sessions for our Parish Di-

rectory are scheduled for the follow-

ing dates and times: 

Saturday, October 15 from 1 to 5 PM 

Sunday, October 16 from 9 AM to 

noon 

Wednesday, October 26 from 1 to 6 

PM  

Thursday, October 27 from 9 AM to 

noon 

Tuesday, November 1 from 1 to 5 

PM 

Saturday November  5 from 1 to 5 

PM 

Sunday, November 6 from 9 AM to 

noon 

More dates will be added as needed.  

 

Members sign up on the sheets that 

are in the extended narthex and call 

Quick & Smart Photography (920-

922-8233) to reserve their seating 

Mrs. Berg,  
Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4 

The class has begun their study of 

the wonders of God’s Creation as 

they investigate  the basic building 

blocks of matter. The class recently 

wrapped up their novel, Island of the 

Blue Dolphins, written by Scott 

O’Dell.  This past month the stu-

dents have learned about the differ-

ent Native American cultures 

throughout North America. We will 

begin to study the first European ex-

plorers that reached the shores of the 

Americas. Finally, the class has fin-

ished their skill portion of volleyball 

and have begun tournament play in 

our P.E. Class. 
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Sunday Class started.  If you miss 

studying a topic on Sunday, come to 

the Tuesday class.  The “Timely 

Topics—Timeless Truths” we are 

studying are:  Intelligent Design:  

Friend or foe in the war of world-

views?  Global Warming:  How 

concerned (and how green) should 

we be? Gender Identity:  Who 

makes the call (and how)?  Santa 

Claus:  Does the man in the red suit 

spell “Saint” or “Satan” for Christ-

mas?  Secret Baptism:  A grandpar-

ents’ right—or wrong?  Close Com-

munion:  Are we closing the door on 

reaching the lost?  Duel Citizenship:  

Can my pastor talk politics?  Broke 

to Bankrupt:  Does my faith let me 

file? 

The Sunday Family Bible Hour is 

held between the Sunday services 

(9:10 AM) 

On Sunday, September 11 we con-

Tuesday Evening Sisters in Scrip-

ture 

The ladies of church are currently 

doing a book review of the book 

“Coffee With the Savior” by Kristen 

Myers.  Join women of the church at 

6:00 PM on Tuesdays in Room 5 for 

Bible study and encouragement of 

faith making us certain of our salva-

tion and growing stronger in our 

trust in the Lord.  If you have ques-

tions or need more information, 

please contact Paula Nimmer (233-

1069). 

Tuesday Morning & Sunday Bible 

Classes 

The Tuesday, 10:00 AM Bible 

Class  has completed its study of 

selected teachings of Jesus consider-

ing the importance of His Word for 

our salvation and daily living.  The 

frequent attendees of the Tuesday 

class also wanted to study what the 
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Bible Study 

Men’s Club 

We thank LeRoy Dahms and Bob 

Walker for putting together the Golf 

Outing in September. 

Our next meeting of Men’s Club will 

be the Annual Sheepshead 

Tournament on Wednesday, October 

5 beginning at 7:30 PM.  Anyone is 

invited to attend and enjoy the 

fellowship and food.   If you have 

questions, please call Dennis Zorn. 

2016 Men’s Club Schedule    Please 

come join the Christian Fellowship 

for all or any event!! 

     Saturday, November 5 – 

Breakfast with a Guest WELS 

Presenter 

     Wednesday, December 7 – 

Christmas Party  

tinue the new Bible study entitled 

“TIMELY TOPICS, TIMELESS 

TRUTHS” which is described in the 

information provided under the 

Tuesday Bible Class notice.  Please 

plan to attend all or as many classes 

where we use the Bible to equip us 

to discuss current issues with others.  

See weekly bulletins which list the 

topic for the week in both the Sun-

day and Tuesday classes. 

   

The Adult Discipleship Committee 

welcomes input from members and 

invites you to share or send your Bi-

ble study requests to Pastor Berg or 

Mike Strusz.  Perhaps you have a 

question you would like to have an-

swered or there is a topic you would 

like to study.  Just share your 

thoughts with either Mike or Pastor 

Jeff.  Thanks for your input  

Basic Bible Foundations 
Class Begins October 2 

A new session of our adult instruc-

tion class will begin on Sunday, Oc-

tober 2 and will run for six weeks. 

All who are interested in congrega-

tion membership or in reviewing the 

basic teachings of the Bible are wel-

come to attend. We will meet be-

tween Sunday services, beginning at 

9:10 a.m., in Room 9 at the end of 

the upstairs school hallway.  


