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Service of the Word, page 38 in the front of the hymnal. 

Hymn—111, “Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing” 

Invocation and Confession of Sins (p. 38) 

Prayer and Praise (p. 39) 

First Lesson—Genesis 28:10-17 
Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. When he 

reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because 
the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it 
under his head and lay down to sleep. He had a dream in 
which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top 
reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on it. There above it stood the LORD, and he 
said: “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and 
the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the 
land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like 
the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west 
and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I 
am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I 
will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I 
have done what I have promised you.”  

When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely 
the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” He was 
afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”  

Psalm of the Day—Psalm 73 (p. 94)  

Second Lesson—Romans 5:1-11 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 
which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the 
glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has 
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom 
he has given us.  

You see, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man 
someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates 
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.  

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how 
much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through 
him! For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were 
reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much 
more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 
life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. 

Verse of the Day—Jesus humbled himself and became 
obedient to death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:8b) 

Gospel—Mark 8:31-38 
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must 

suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief 
priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed 
and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this, 
and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  

But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do 
not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples 
and said: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for a 
man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? Or what 
can a man give in exchange for his soul? If anyone is 
ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he 
comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”  

Sunday: Anthem—“Just Two Words” (Senior Choir) 

Follow me. Jesus speaks just two words and starts his 
ministry. Follow me. Jesus speaks just two words, and 
blind men now can see. With these small words he fulfills 
the prophecy. Follow me. Jesus speaks just two words 
that lead to Calvary. Come now, come and see. Follow 
me. With these two simple words he changes history. 
With these two words Jesus changes you and me. 

Words and music by Herb Frombach. Arranged by Robert Lau. © 2004 
Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715712. 

Hymn—434, “Lord, You I Love with All My Heart” 
Sunday: The choir will sing stanza 2. 

Sermon—Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus (Mark 8:34) 

Apostles’ Creed (p. 41) 

Offering 

Prayer of the Church (p. 125) 

Lord’s Prayer; Prayer and Blessing (pp. 42-43) 

Hymn—465, “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” 


