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Whether single or married, God has put us 
in families to bless us—to support our-
selves and each other spiritually, emotion-
ally and financially. Regardless of what 
form your family may take at the moment, 
our Savior seeks to make family, including 
our church family, a blessing for us. 
 
One way we provide for our families is 
through a will. A will is an act of love, in 
which you direct how you would like your 
blessings of money and property to be 
used after our Savior calls you home to 
heaven. A will accomplishes several 
things: 

 
 It honors our Savior, since he has 

given you everything to use to his 
glory. 

 
 It blesses our families and friends 

as it provides for them and makes 
things easier for them. 

 
 It shows love for our Savior’s gos-

pel when a bequest supports 
some facet of the Lord’s work 

 
 It enables you to have the final 

say in how your money and prop-
erty, which our Savior has en-
trusted to you, will be used while 
you enjoy the glory of heaven. 

 
 
If you don’t have a will, or would like to 
review or update an old one, the WELS 
Christian Estate Planning ministry can as-

sist you. It is part of the stewardship min-
istry of your church. Martin Luther con-
gregation will be offering a Christian Es-
tate Planning Seminar after and between 
services on the weekend of January 23–
24. Or you can contact me anytime re-
garding planned gifts or Christian estate 
planning at the numbers below. 
 
—Pastor Dennis A. Kleist, WELS Estate 
Planning Counselor 
 
 
 
Pastor Kleist is the WELS Christian Giving 
Counselor serving our congregation. He 
visits individuals and congregations; re-
views and helps establish wills, trusts, gift 
annuities and other kinds of gifts for indi-
viduals and their families; and helps to 
establish endowments for congregations. 
Pastor Kleist has nothing to sell; all ser-
vices are without cost or commission and 
confidentially provided. You may contact 
him at 920-740-5899 (cell) or den-
nis.kleist@wels.net. 
 
Our congregation will host a Christian Es-
tate Planning Seminar presented by Pastor 
Kleist on Saturday, January 23, at 6:30 p.m. 
and on Sunday, January 24, at 9:15 a.m. in 
Room 9. 

Caring for Your Family with Christian Estate Planning  
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Martin Luther School     
exists to assist families in 

preparing their children for 
eternal life by providing a 
Christ-centered education 

that equips them to be       
life-long disciples of                   

Jesus Christ.                                

 

WELSSA & NCPSA 

 

Voters’ Meeting 

Wednesday, 

January 27th  

at 7:30 p.m. 



The words quoted above come from 

Psalm 46:10.  This is a Psalm of great 

comfort and source of strength.  The 

first three verses are a powerful con-

fession of trust in the Lord.  As believ-

ers in the Lord we do not fear for our 

lives nor let the unexplainable, sud-

den catastrophes shake our trust in 

the Lord.  We take great comfort in 

knowing God is on our side.  In verses 

four through six we are reminded that 

God is in heaven, in His city, He is in 

control.  Knowing this has a calming 

effect for us.  We rejoice to com-

pletely place our confidence in the 

Lord who removes sin from us and 

blesses us with His love and grace.  To 

quote from Romans 8:38-39 we know 

that nothing “will be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

In the weeks at the end of the year 

most likely you have enjoyed family 

gatherings and Christmas celebra-

tions.  Many of these events are noisy 

and full of bustle.  Maybe your social 

calendar had you running from one 

event to the next.  There can be a 

multitude of things to accomplish and 

deadlines to meet.  It is a joy to be so 

busy especially with family and friends 

whom we love.   

 

Now  the pace of life slows down and 

the weather grows cooler.  Maybe we 

will have some snow followed by 

quiet moon lit nights.  Step outside at 

night when there is no wind and listen 

to the silence. Then remember the 

passage above, “Be still, and know 

that I am God.”  It is awesome to 

think how much God loves us and 

cares for us.  None of us knows what 

the future holds as we enter the new 

calendar year of 2016.  However, we 

can be assured that “God is in the 

heavens” and His blessings for us will 

continue on forever.  Who would ever 

want to forget this Lord?  Who is not 

moved by God’s grace to worship Him 

and thank Him for loud and busy days 

as well as still quiet nights?  We are so 

blessed.  It just makes sense to make 

plans that include our Lord in all that 

we do.  May this great and good Lord 

fill you with peace for body and soul.  

Share with others who need to know 

the forgiving mercy of the Lord.    

                                                                                                                        

Pastor Jeffrey Berg 

--There is No Thursday Night service 

at the Campus House.  UWO is on 

break or winterim.  

The Worship committee announces 

the following that will take place in 

our church for the  Christmas season 

of worship: 

--On Christmas Eve our service begins 

at 6:30 PM. 

--On Christmas Day the service begins 

at 9:00 AM. 

--There is No Service on Saturday, 

December 26. 

--New Year’s Eve service with Com-

munion begins at 6:30 PM.  No New 

Year’s Day service. 

--On January 16, 2016 at 8:00 AM the 

Christmas decorations will be taken 

down. 

“Be still, and know that I am God” 

Worship News  
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For Church and School: 

In memory of Aaron Fleck, $30 

In honor of Ruth Wendt’s 100th 

birthday, $100 

In memory of Ned Fasel, $200 

In memory of Earline Sickinger, 

$100 

In memory of Franklin and Emma 

Stromme, $25 

In memory of Sarah Taylor, $50 

In memory of Marion Wiese, $50 

For School Wish List: 

In memory of Aaron Fleck, $35 

 

Special Gifts 



We find great comfort during this 

Christmas Season as we once again 

have witnessed the birth of the Christ-

child. As we put away our Christmas 

decorations and take the tree out to 

the curb let us never put away the joy 

we have received through the pre-

cious gospel message. Make a point 

of sharing this great news with others 

as we enter into another year of 

God’s Grace. This month our Accredi-

tation self-study teams will wrap up 

their work and our steering commit-

tee will begin the task of putting to-

gether all of their findings along with 

their evidence in preparation for our 

March 21 Accreditation visit. The sec-

ond quarter of the school year ends 

on January 8. Report cards will go 

home the next week on Wednesday. 

Students in grades 3-8 will also re-

ceive their Terra Nova III reports at 

this time. We do not have school on 

January 18, this day has been set 

aside for school security training. Offi-

cer Andy Knurowski will be leading 

the staff through some training on 

what to do should we have a breach 

in security at our school. This day also 

has been set aside for formal Parent/

Teacher conferences for our PreK and 

Kindergarten classes. We hold our 

annual PreK and Kindergarten Round 

Up on January 21. Please stop by the 

school office if you know of families 

that have children this age that would 

benefit from our Christ-centered pro-

gram. 

May the Lord continue to bless Mar-

tin Luther Church and School in 2016! 

Principal Hennig 

During January Youth Group is hoping 

to enjoy some outdoor activity such 

as snow tubing or sledding. Right now 

we are waiting to determine a date 

due to lack of snow! In the meantime, 

we will continue to met on Sunday 

mornings at 9:15am in the youth 

room for Bible Study. We will not be 

meeting Sunday, December 27 or 

January 3. 

There will be no 

Sunday School on 

December 27 or 

January 3. Sunday 

School resumes on 

January 10 and is 

open to all children in 4-year-old Pre-

K through Grade 8. Sunday School 

begins each week with a devotion in 

church at 9:10 a.m.  

From the Principal:  Sing to the Lord a New Song 

son’s presidency to the beginning of 

the Civil War.  In reading we will be 

learning about the life of a Civil War 

soldier as we read The Red Badge of 

Courage.  God’s blessings on your 

month! 

Now that our Christmas celebrations 

are finished, it is time to get back into 

our regular classroom schedule.  This 

month we will be getting into a new 

ChristLight book.  Our study, Who Am 

I, will give us an opportunity to exam-

ine all of the different roles we have 

in this world as Christians.  In history 

we will be learning about major 

events from the end of James Madi-

 Page 3 

This year Friends of Christian Educa-

tion (FCE) organized our annual 

“cookies for shut-ins” program.  It was 

a group effort with our Youth Group 

(high school students) baking many of 

the cookies and our day school chil-

dren decorating cookies and prepar-

ing hand-made cards and ornaments.  

As in past years, a number of our 

members also donated cookies.  

About 50 boxes of cookies were 

packed by FCE members and the 

cookies were distributed by members 

of our visitation committee and our 

pastors.  What an excellent way for 

our younger members to show their 

Christian concern for the members of 

our church who can no longer attend 

worship!  Everyone who received 

cookies appreciated the Christmas 

greetings they received along with the 

cookies and wanted to let everyone 

know how much they appreciated the 

thoughtfulness of their fellow Chris-

tians, especially at this time of year as 

we celebrate our Savior’s birth.  

Cookies for Shut-ins  

Sunday School Schedule 

Mr. Evers, Grades 7 & 8 

Youth Group 



Mr. Hennig,  
Grades 5 & 6 

It is hard to believe we will soon be 

starting the 3rd quarter of the school 

year! Grades three and four will be 

completing our study of the book of 

Exodus in Christlight and continuing 

with book of Joshua. We will read 

how God fulfilled his promise to the 

Israelites by giving them the land of 

Canaan. We are looking forward to an 

upcoming visit to the Paine Art Center 

to see a watercolor exhibit by Osh-

kosh artist Joye Moon. Our study of 

life science will also continue by learn-

ing about the wonders of human body 

that God created. Finally, our classes 

have read a combined total of nearly 

six million words in the accelerated 

reader program this school year! 

Mr. Seeger, Grade 3 & 4 

year.  It is amazing how quickly the 

students learn and grow and how 

time flies.  As a class we have read 

and completed AR quizzes for over 

500 books so far this year.  We will be 

working to continue to develop our 

love for reading.   

Math, English, Spelling and the like 

will continue to give us new chal-

lenges in learning as well.  We pray 

that God will continue to bless our 

efforts throughout the New Year!  

Mrs. Schroeder, Grade 2  
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“Glory to God the Angels Sing” is the 

song we sang to our Lord in December!  

We celebrated Jesus’ birth in our class-

room, at home and in church.  When 

all the decorations are taken down we 

will celebrate a New Year.  New oppor-

tunities to praise and hear in our Christ 

Light lessons how Jesus begins His 

work of salvation here on earth.  New 

letters to learn, words to add to our 

growing vocabulary, what is a number, 

what is snow made of, why does it 

snow, painting with ice, the color white 

and winter are just a few topics we will 

explore in January.   Mark your calen-

dars for Pre K and Kindergarten Round-

UP coming January 21st.  Pre K students 

will also receive their first Progress Re-

port during Parent/Teacher consulta-

tions held in January.  With God all 

things are Possible!  So let’s get busy! 

Mrs. Busse, Kindergarten 

2nd grade friends to celebrate Jesus 

birthday.  When school resumes in 

January we will be joining Reading 

Buddies as our ability to read is grow-

ing rapidly.   Upcoming in science we 

will be learning about landforms, bod-

ies of water, weather and seasons. 

We are also working diligently to mas-

ter shoe tying.   

God’s blessings in the New Year! 

Throughout the month of December, 

Kindergarten took part in many activi-

ties.  Along with our Christmas service 

preparations we made a variety of 

crafts and ornaments to decorate our 

room and Christmas tree and shared 

some of our projects with the shut ins 

of our congregation.  We walked over 

to the Oshkosh Public Museum and 

looked at their wonderful Christmas 

displays and joined with our 1st and 

Mrs. Berg,  Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4 

The Second grade class enjoyed pre-

paring their Christmas worship ser-

vice as an offering of thanks to God 

for our many blessings.  Thanks, also 

goes out to the parents who worked 

so hard to help us with memorizing 

our parts and songs, and to those 

parents who helped to read narra-

tions for our service.   

January may bring colder weather 

and will also bring us to the close of 

our second quarter of the school 
The class spent a considerable 

amount of time in December working 

on their roles for the Christmas Ser-

vice that they helped lead on Decem-

ber 20.  This past month the class had 

opportunity to decorate cookies for 

the shut-ins of our congregation. They 

have been studying about the atmos-

phere and weather patterns. After 

Christmas they will continue to learn 

about wonders of the human body 

and see God’s workmanship in every 

body system they study.  

 Have a Blessed Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! 



There will be no Tuesday Bible class 

on December 29.  We will resume on 

January 5, 2016. We will begin the 

new year taking a look at our church 

calendar and studying the seasons like 

Epiphany which begins on January 9-

10, 2016. 

The Sunday Family Bible Hour is held 

after the Sunday service (9:10 AM)  

We have concluded our Bible study 

using the new Synod video “My Son, 

My Savior” the story of Jesus birth, 

life, death,  and resurrection as 

viewed through Mary, the mother of 

Jesus.   We have ordered another 100 

videos and you can purchase your 

own copy for $2.00 from the Office, 

the scrip table or from a Pastor.  Con-

sider how you can give the video as a 

gift to others, especially those who do 

not have a church home.  Invite them 

to worship with us.  During the season 

of Epiphany we note how Jesus 

Tuesday Evening Sisters in Scripture 

The ladies of church continue the 

study of the Bible book of Revelation.  

Join women of the church at 6:00 PM 

on Tuesdays as they study what the 

Apostle John was inspired by God to 

write about the history of Christianity 

from the time of Jesus until the end of 

the world.  With reading and discus-

sion we will encourage the faith of 

each other making us certain of our 

salvation and growing stronger in our 

trust in the Lord. 

Tuesday Morning & Sunday Bible 

Classes 

The Tuesday, 10:00 AM Bible Class  

We have concluded our Bible study 

using the new WELS video “My Son, 

My Savior.”  We have ordered an-

other 100 videos that you can pur-

chase for $2 from the Office, a Pastor, 

or the scrip table.  
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Bible Study 

Bible Class Opportunities Beyond Martin Luther 

WELS Interactive online Bible Study    

On Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

Pastor Gary Pufahl (Christ, Big Bend, 

WI) will lead a study twice each 

Wednesday at 6 PM and 8 PM 

through February 3.  The theme of 

the study is “Who is your God, for 

whom you live?”  The Bible study is 

10 to 15 minutes of lecture followed 

by 5 to 10 minutes for discussion.  

Participants can interact with the 

instructor via a chat box on the live 

reached out to all people as the light 

of truth for the world. 

There will be no Bible class on Sun-

day, December 27 and January 3.   We  

resume on January 10, 2016. 

Bible Class on Christian Parenting held 

after the Sunday service (9:10 AM)  

Classes will begin on January 10th and 

will feature topics under the theme 

“Living Christian Values in the Home”.            

The Adult Discipleship Committee 

welcomes input from members and 

invites you to share or send your Bible 

study requests to Pastor Berg or Mike 

Strusz.  Perhaps you have a question 

you would like to have answered or 

there is a topic you would like to 

study.  Just share your thoughts with 

either Mike or Pastor Berg.  Thanks 

for your input. 

stream.  To learn more or join the 

study, go to wels.net/

interactivefaith. 

Men’s Bible Study & Support Group     

Men are invited to attend this Bible 

study group starting Saturday, 

January 9 at the Perkins Restaurant, 

2005 W. 9th Avenue, from 7-8 AM.  

This group meets every second and 

fourth Saturday’s of each month.  On 

January 9 they begin a new topic 

“Agents of Grace:  The People in 

David’s Life and Yours.”  It is a study 

that focuses on the relationships of 

David to others (Samuel, Goliath, 

Saul…..).  Discussion among 

participants will focus on their 

relationships with others whom we 

might describe as “agents of grace” 

in their lives.  

 

 



January Serving Schedule 

Altar Cloths Linda Elmer 

Candles Ralph and Rose Watkins 

Communion 

Ware 

Jan. 20th Phyllis Moss 

Jan. 31st Muriel Sagmeister 

Funeral 

Coordinator 

Rita Neumann 

Funeral 

Committee 

Nancy Berger, Muriel Sag-

meister, Becky Korthals 

Phone Paula Nimmer 

Flowers Ellen Hennig, Christina Evers 

Dates to remember:  Jan. 11th Clean 

Church at 9:00 a.m. 

(20 to choose from) or the worship 

experience with 600 other men (with 

Koiné, the worship band), God’s Word 

will speak to you. 

 

The 7th annual MOHW Conference 

will be held at the Oshkosh Conven-

tion Center & Waterfront Hotel on 

Saturday, February 20, 2016. Addi-

tional details and online registration 

are available at menofhisword.org for 

the first 650 men ($40 by February 7; 

$50 February 8–14). Please join us for 

a day in God’s Word that you will not 

soon forget! 

It’s a mess out there. The world at-

tacks our Christian values from every 

direction on a daily basis. To counter 

these attacks, the MOHW Conference 

uses God’s Word to empower and 

equip men to carry out their God-

given mission in their homes, 

churches, communities and the world 

with the theme, “STAND FIRM.” 

 

Whether you attend for the keynote 

speaker (Pastor Jon Enter, heading a 

synod-wide pilot project on reinvigo-

rating youth and family ministry), the 

relevant, thought-provoking sessions 
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2016 Men of His Word Conference 

Your invitation to the 2016 Pathways to Christ Retreat 

 

 

 

Ladies, if you 
haven’t already done 
so, stop by the 

display for the 
Pathways to 

Christ Retreat in 
the extended narthex and pick up a 
brochure.  You can visit our website 
at www.pathwaystochrist.org  to find 
out even more information on the 
retreat, or see the video of last year’s 
retreat.   

The 2016 theme is taken from Psalm 
141:2 “Let my prayer rise before you 
as incense, the lifting up of my hands 
as the evening sacrifice”   On Friday 
night Aneela Jordan will open the 
retreat by sharing her personal 
journey that she and her family 

experienced in Pakistan. Find out 
how her faith and her prayer life 
helped her endure the struggles that 
she and her family faced. On 
Saturday we will continue our prayer 
journey with the patriarchs of the 
Old Testament and then examine 
Jesus as both our Sacrificial Lamb 
and our Great High Priest in the New 
Testament.  Pastor Leon Ehlert and 
Pastor Dan Cole will give us visual 
insights of what these prayer sights 
look like today in the Holy Land. 
Naomi Schmidt will then walk us 
through our daily journey 
with prayer. On Sunday Pastor Ehlert 
will share with us a Bible Study on 
the Lord’s Prayer and then lead us in 
worship. Featured guest speakers 
are President Paul Wendland from 
our Seminary and Kathie Wendland.  
Share with us the weekend as they 
share with us God’s Word for our 

calling in life.   If you have any 
questions, please contact Paula 
Nimmer at 233-1069.  In order to 
receive the early discount rates, 
registrations need to be in by January 
7.  Final registration deadline is 
February 25. 

If you are unable to come for the 
entire weekend, see the registration 
form for other options.  Please come 
and join us for this spiritually 
uplifting retreat.  

http://menofhisword.org


ing its best.  The lighter routine 

weekly cleaning (dust moping and 

vacuuming) could then be handled by 

a 1 or 2-person team during each of 

the remaining weeks.  Any man or 

women who push a vacuum, spot 

clean or dust mop can do this. 

Whether you join in on the monthly 

cleaning or choose a week, everyone 

should be able to fit this into their 

personal schedule at some time dur-

ing the year.  By volunteering to help, 

we all benefit by avoiding the budget-

ary cost of hiring a custodian to do 

this work.  This is also a great oppor-

tunity for member fellowship.   

All the supplies that are needed for 

the weekly cleaning are in the closet 

across from the coat room in church.  

There is a drawer marked “church 

We wish to 

thank all of you 

who helped to 

keep our church 

clean for our 

worship services.  

We couldn’t 

have done it without you, and we 

deeply appreciate the time that you 

gave in this effort.  The key to the suc-

cess of this program is to expand our 

pool of volunteers in 2016 so please 

consider adding you name to the 

2016 schedule located at the informa-

tion desk in the extended narthex.          

On the second Monday of each 

month we need a group (6 or more) 

to do the more extensive list of tasks. 

Please consider helping out at those 

times also so that we have enough 

hands to keep our worship area look-
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Help Make God’s House Shine! 

Men’s Club 

There were 10 men who attended 

the December 15 Christmas party 

hosted by Del and Joan Kollmann .  

At this meeting the current officers 

of Men’s Club were re-elected.  The 

President is Dennis Zorn who 

reminded the men that we do not 

have a January meeting.  The first 

meeting in 2016 will be Wednesday, 

February 3 when planning events for 

2016 will be the agenda topic 

followed by fellowship.  Confirmed 

men of the congregation are 

welcome to join Men’s Club for as 

many meetings as possible.  The 

cleaning volunteers” at the Informa-

tion Center in the extended narthex.  

Inside is a list of things to do, the book 

to record what you did and a key that 

you can sign-out, which will allow you 

to come and clean when it is most 

convenient  for you during the week. 

We seek your help with this effort 

because this is God’s House.  This is 

where we come to worship our Lord.  

God has given us this beautiful place 

of worship and the gift of time.  

Please consider giving back a portion 

of the time He has given you in ser-

vice to Him and our fellow members.  

Help us make our worship area shine. 

If you have any questions, you can call 

Paula Nimmer at 920-233-1069.  

THANK YOU in advance for your coop-

eration and your volunteer service!!! 

dues are voluntary and proceeds 

support the mission outreach that 

the men vote upon to receive help at 

the Christmas party.  If you have 

questions or would like to suggest an 

activity for Men’s Club, please 

contact Dennis Zorn.  

Offering Envelopes  

for 2016 are now 

available in the 

Extended Narthex.  

There are packets 

for children age 4 

through Grade 8 as of September 1, 

2015.  If you know someone who is 

not able to come to church or who is 

living away from home, feel free to 

bring their envelopes home to them.  

Offering Envelopes 


