
How do you explain the 
unexplainable to children 
or others? 

Today with the develop-
ment of sophisticated 
technology the seemingly 
impossible happens in 
movies.  A whole world of 
magic looks real in the life 
of the character Harry Pot-
ter. 

The work of special effects 
can make it appear that 
things we imagine really 
do exist.  As if by magic 
people can do remarkable 
things and overcome the 
evil in life like death and 
destruction. 

When magic is in use it is 
the result of a special 
power that someone uses.  
It’s up to the person to 
properly use this mysteri-
ous power.  Often there is 
little known about the ori-
gin of the power and no 
certainty if it will always be 
in force.  People spend a 
lot of time theorizing 
about the power and its 
use. 

Sad to say, sometimes 
people treat the Lord as if 
He is magic.  Even well in-
tentioned parents use the 
make believe world of 
magic to answer the ques-
tions a child has about the 
Lord and the life we live on 
earth and will live in 

heaven. 

Thankfully, we know about 
our the Almighty Lord from 
His Word.  We know of His 
great love and the power 
in His Words to create a 
world, to preserve our 
lives, to order the events 
of an entire universe for 
the benefit of people like 
you and me.  We speak in 
terms of God’s definite 
purpose for our lives and 
how He provides truth for 
us to live by.  We under-
stand that through Jesus 
God has washed away our 
sins and opened the door 
to heaven where we will 
live with Him forever.  Like 
Jesus, we too through 
power of God, will be 
raised back to life to go to 
the real place of heaven. 

Instead of a mysterious 
magical power, we speak 
of God’s miracles of love 
for you and me.  As we 
enter the season of Lent 
that leads to Easter we 
gather in church twice a 
week to hear God speak to 
us through His Word and 
rejoice to learn that the 
Lord uses His divine power 
to make our lives holy.  We 
recognize that our natural 
spiritual condition is sinful 
and as such we do not de-
serve special treatment 
from the Lord.  But that’s 
the miraculous nature of 

our Lord to use His loving 
divine power to save peo-
ple like you and me.  The 
Lord lets us see all He con-
tinues to do to keep us as 
His sons and daughters 
through faith in Jesus 
Christ.  Just as the Bible 
records past miracles of 
God’s love for His people, 
we know he continues to-
day to bless us and protect 
us from anything that 
would rob us away from 
the Lord.  There is nothing 
magic about the Lord.  We 
know who He is and what 
He daily does for us.  And 
when we can’t explain  all 
that the Lord does or even 
why something happens to 
us, we look to the Lord for 
more of the miraculous 
grace and mercy that He 
alone gives us. 

You see, it is not you or me 
that needs a special 
power.  It is the Almighty 
Gracious Lord who by His 
wonderful power saves us 
and gives us eternal life.  
By His miraculous love, we 
are redeemed, salvation is 
ours.   The miracles of 
God’s love far exceed any 
magical tale ever imag-
ined.   
   
                           
Pastor Jeffrey Berg 
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òGreater love has no 

one than this, that he 

lay down his life for 

his friends.ó 

John 15:13 



God Blesses Us through Those in Authority 
Law and Gospel in the Ten Commandments τ Part 4 

 
This month we take a look at what God commands and forbids in the Fourth Commandment in regard to his gift of au-
thority, how Jesus has kept this commandment in our place, and how God promises blessings to those who keep it. 
 
The Fourth Commandment: Honor your father and mother, that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long 
life on the earth. What does this mean? We should fear and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our parents 
and others in authority, but honor, serve, and obey them, and give them love and respect. 
 
As Martin Luther noted, when we think of the Fourth Commandment, we include all those in authority over us — not 
just parents — because God’s Word instructs us to honor these other authorities as well. Honor your government: 
gladly obey the law; make the work of those who govern easy, not hard; pay taxes; give honor. Honor those who teach 
God’s Word: listen to God’s Word and keep it; follow their instruction; speak well of them. Honor your parents: obey 
them; respect and honor them; care for them also in old age. 
 
But then come the temptations, and the sins that follow. Lord, lead us to repentance, for when we examine our lives, 
we discover that the following things are true: 

¶ We obey the government, but not gladly; or we obey only when we might otherwise get caught. We pay our taxes, 
but grudgingly; we are tempted to claim deductions we don’t deserve or to skip paying the use tax for online pur-
ŎƘŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ 

¶ We listen to those who teach God’s Word, but have an easier time applying their instruction and rebuke to other 
people (outwardly or in the thoughts of our minds) than to ourselves in our own lives. 

¶ We love our parents for all the good things they provide us, but we burden them with our slow obedience to them; 
we think once we are adults that their authority to instruct us — or our responsibility to honor them — has come 
to an end. 

 

 

We have failed to keep this commandment. But where we failed, Jesus has succeeded. He honored God and Caesar 

when questioned whether it was right for Israel to pay taxes to the Romans. He spend time in the temple as a twelve-

year-old boy, honoring his Father in heaven and his Word — and then went home and was obedient to his earthly par-

ents. He prayed for his Father’s will to be done, even if it meant his own death. Jesus kept this commandment perfectly 

for us, and he paid for our sins against it when he gave his own life in place of ours on the cross. 

 

Take comfort that you are forgiven for your sins against those in authority, and receive the promise that our God at-

taches to this commandment alone: do these things “that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on 

the earth.” After all, God has given authority not to burden us, but to bless us. When those in authority are honored — 

whether in government, the church, or the home — God’s people are blessed through their successful work. Honor 

those God has placed in authority for you, and gladly receive his blessings through them. 

 

Pastor Nathan Ericson 
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On January 26, we held our annual Pre-K and Kindergarten Round Up. This activity gave us an opportunity to share with 
others what makes our Christ-centered Pre-K and Kindergarten so unique within our church and community. Should 
you know of anyone who may be interested in our school please contact the school office so we can get information 
out to them. 

On February 8, the school will be involved in a program called Jump Rope for Heart. This event raises the money and 
awareness of heart related illnesses and promotes an active lifestyle. The faculty will travel to St. Mark’s, DePere, on 
February 9-10, to attend the Northern Wisconsin Teachers’ Conference. 

Included in this month’s newsletter are the results of our Terra Nova tests. This is the national standardized test we 
took this past fall. The numbers below represent an average percentile of the five areas tested: Math, English, Science, 
Reading, and Social Studies. The 50th percentile is an average score on these tests. Below you will also find a list of our 
students who made the Honor Roll. 

Fall 2011 Terra Nova III results: 

Third: 64th Percentile  Fourth: 71th Percentile   Fifth: 73th Percentile 

Sixth: 60th Percentile  Seventh: 74th Percentile  Eighth: 79th Percentile 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the Lord continue to bless us in our lives. 

Mr. Steve Hennig 

 

Mission: Martin Luther School exists to assist families in preparing their children for eternal life by providing a Christ -centered 

education that equips them to be life -long disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 
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6th Grade 

Hailey Canfield 

Andrew Holst 

Matt Hennig 

Matt Holst 

Kyra Wiechman 

Gabbi Wirch 

Caleb Hanneman 

Keegan Hinz 

Joe Isom 

Autumn Kephart 

Kayla Laridaen 

Kayla Luebke 

8th Grade 

Heidi Frederickson 

Nathan Hennig 

Lindsay Jones 

7th Grade 

Kassidy Hayes 

Emerson Molstad 

Grace Pechman 

Scott Price 

2011-12 First Semester Honor Roll  

Emily Messer 

Kendra Nast 

Jared Pethan 

Erin Schultz 

Gabby Trimble 

Crystal Zessin 

5th Grade 

Spiritual Growth Seminar Schedule                                                                                                        
Our spiritual growth seminar òI Am a New Creationó will be held on Saturday, February 4th .  Participants can pick up 

their seminar materials including all necessary study materials and a daily schedule in the extended narthex prior to 

the 9 AM opening of the conference.  Lunch is included in the dayõs activities and the closing will be at 1:30 PM. 



Mrs. Evers, Grade 3  

In Christ Light this month we will be 

continuing to see how God’s hand 

has protected and guided his people 

after they entered into the Promised 

Land.  In social studies we will study 

the Southwest region and the people 

that live there.  In science we will be 

studying simple machines and how 

we can use those machines to make 

work easier.  In math we will con-

tinue to work with long division as 

well as fractions.  May the Lord bless 

your month! 

January has been an exciting month for 
us.  We all learned to tie our shoes so 
we celebrated with Happy Meals from 
McDonalds.  We are also learning to 
play handbells.  We are hoping to play 
them in church at the end of the 
month.  We will be celebrating the 
100th day of school on Feb. 3 if we don’t 
have any snow days.  In February we 
will also learn about Valentine’s Day 
and President’s Day.  We will partici-
pate in Jump Rope for Heart and help 
raise funds for the American Heart As-
sociation.  We will get together with 
other FVL schools and participate in the 
first “Kinderfest.”  We look forward to a 
day of fun and fellowship with our 
friends up north.  We love reading with 
the Reading Buddies and would like to 
thank them for taking time to help us 
get better at reading.  In Christ-Light we 
see the Israelites entering the Promised 
Land and we will hear how they fight 
and win battles against their enemies 
with God’s help.  We too ask God for 
help in all we do.  God bless your 
month. 

Mr. Evers, Grade 4 Mrs. Frederickson, Kindergarten 
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Mrs. McAuly,                                                       
3ς and 4ς Year-Old Pre-K 

The class has wrapped up their study of 

the human body and will begin to focus 

on the different biomes of the world. 

As we study these biomes the class will 

break into smaller groups and put to-

gether a Power-Point presentation on 

an assigned biome. In reading class the 

children have been reading From the 

Mixed up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frank-

weiler. The story takes place in the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 

York and includes many mysterious 

twists and turns throughout the novel. 

The class has been working on jump 

roping skills as we gear up for another 

Jump Rope for Heart on February 8. 

The second week of January brought 

mid-term exams for WLA students. 

Second semester classes kicked off 

the second half of the school year the 

following week. WLA students will 

enjoy a day off on February 3rd,  

when WLA Association eighth grade 

students spend the day learning what 

a day at Winnebago Lutheran Acad-

emy is like.  

Let’s Celebrate! is  January 29th. 

Mark your calendar now so you don’t 

miss a day of great food and fellow-

ship. Martin Luther’s Jr. Choir and 

Chimes Choir will perform!  

The Oshkosh WLA bus riders and 

their parents thank you for your sup-

port of the OCM card sale. There are 

still a couple left, if you haven’t got-

ten yours yet, don’t delay! Watch for 

information on the annual Racine 

Kringle and cheesecake sale to be 

coming soon. Thank you for all your 

continued support of Christian educa-

tion at the high school level.  

Winnebago Lutheran Academy                

Loving if for four years,                    

Living it forever. 

Mr. Hennig, Grades 5 & 6 

WLA 

Preschool Round Up was held Janu-

ary 26.  Thank you to all parents who 

attended. Please spread the word to 

any parents of 3 or 4 year old chil-

dren that may be interested in send-

ing their child to Martin Luther next 

school year.  In February, we will 

learn about our 5 senses and living a 

healthy lifestyle.  Jump Rope for 

Heart is Wednesday, February 8.  

There is no school on February 9-10.  

We will begin practicing for the 

Spring Program, which will be March 

16.  Christ Alone ς My Life 

 

Third grade is hard at work on our 

newest novel, Ribsy. We are really 

enjoying the adventures of Henry 

Huggins and his dog! We are learn-

ing about the different types of 

rocks in science and will be looking 

deeper into the different processes 

that create them. Social studies has 

us looking at the amazing advances 

in technology that have 

made our lives much 

simpler and safer, from 

the pony express to vac-

cines and medicines we 

are thankful for these 

blessings.  Glory to God 

as we work, study and live In Christ 

Alone. 



Our annual 

Jump Rope 

for Heart 

event is com-

ing up 

quickly! Stu-

dents in grades PK4 – 8 will be col-

lecting donations and participating 

in a variety of heart pumping activi-

ties on Wednesday, February 8. Last 

year our school raised more than 

$2400 for the American Heart Asso-

ciation to aid in the fight against 

heart disease. 

We are building our skills in first 

grade this month. We are learning 

how to add dimes, nickels and pen-

nies together; how to tell time to half 

an hour; and measuring line seg-

ments to the nearest inch in math. 

We are writing one paragraph each 

week about some of our favorite 

things. We have conquered reading 

words with a silent e and are now 

learning irregular spellings of long 

vowels. We are expanding our study 

of the United States by celebrating 

Black History Month. We are learning 

fun and new ways to jump rope and 

are learning lots of new songs in mu-

sic. Have a blessed month in the 

Lord! 

pate in annually and we are looking 

forward to the heart pumping fun it 

brings to our afternoon as we raise 

money to help those suffering from 

heart related illnesses.  In the month 

ahead we will be learning 2 digit addi-

tion with trading and begin working 

toward mastery of our subtraction 

facts in Math.  In Science class we will 

study about God’s wonderful crea-

tion of dinosaurs and in Social Studies 

begin a unit on Working Together in 

which we will learn about goods, ser-

vices and income and how to be re-

sponsible with the gifts God gives us.  

May God bless your month!  

The past several weeks our Christ 

Light lessons have taken us on a jour-

ney with the Israelites from Egypt to 

Canaan. We have seen the miracu-

lous way in which the Lord led them 

out of slavery in Egypt, through the 

Red Sea and cared for them daily in 

the desert.   In the weeks ahead we 

will continue to learn about God’s 

amazing love and faithfulness to his 

chosen people as they enter the 

Promised Land. February 8th we will 

have the opportunity to join together 

with our entire school community to 

raise funds for the American Heart 

Association through Jump Rope for 

Heart. It is an event that we partici-

Mrs. Strusz, Grade 1 Mrs. Busse, Grade 2 
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Lent Begins February 22 

Mid-week Lenten services begin 

Wednesday, February 2nd at 3:15 

and 6:30. Holy Communion will be 

celebrated at both services on Ash 

Wednesday.  

Soup Suppers also begin on the 22nd. 

Below is a list of our hosts for the 

Wednesday evening meals. 

Feb 22– School Faculty 

Feb 29--Sunday School Teachers 

March 7—Men’s Club & Ladies Guild 

March 14—SLB 

March 21—FCE 

March 28— Choir and Bells 

Jump Rope for Heart 
There’s al-

ways 

room for 

more, so if you or your group would 

like to help out, feel free! We’re al-

ways happy to have a few more sal-

ads, veggie trays, desserts, and the 

like.  A free-will offering is taken each 

week to cover the cost of hot dogs, 

buns, condiments, etc. Questions can 

be directed to Rita Messing at 379-

o696  Come enjoy a bowl of soup and a 

sandwich along with some good fel-

lowship before or after worship (or 

both!) .  

Classes are back in session at UW-Oshkosh beginning January 30, and this means that our chapel services begin again at 
Rising Son Lutheran Chapel, 634 Wisconsin Street. 

Because of Super Bowl Sunday, we will have a special chapel time on February 5. Here is the schedule for the coming 
month: 

Jan. 29: no service   Feb. 5: 4:00 p.m. Feb. 12: 6:30 p.m. with communion  Feb. 19: 6:30 p.m.  Feb. 26: 6:30 p.m. 

Campus Ministry Chapel Services Resume Feb. 5 



 People have been making good use of the tracts which are now available on a 

regular basis in the tract rack located next to the library shelves in the ex-

tended narthex.  A number of new tracts are now available.  Several are 

geared to the Lenten/Easter season which we will soon be entering.  Take a 

moment to check out these new materials.  And, feel free to take home any 

which interest you personally or which might be helpful for a friend or rela-

tive.  

New Tracts 
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You are invited to attend our congregation’s Winter Feast starting at 11:50 AM on Sunday, February 19 in the church 
fellowship hall.  At this event we enjoy a potluck dinner and our Soul Care Committee introduces the people who 
have joined our church in the past 12 months.  They will be our honored guests. 

If you plan to attend, please sign your name on the list on the announcement display in the extended narthex.  
Please indicate how many are coming and what foot item(s) you will supply.  Choose from the list below.  Where we 
need multiple units of one item, volunteer to provide whatever you wish.   When providing a dish to share, please 
provide food for at least ten servings. 

              

     

          

 

                                   

There will be a Free Will Offering to cover the costs of hot beef sandwiches, hot dogs, buns, condiments and table-
ware. 

If you have questions or need more information, feel free to contact one of the Winter Feast committee members:  
Rita Messing, Roland Bates, Dennis Zorn or Pastor Berg. 

Please sign up by Sunday, February 19,  Thank you. 

Winter Feast ς February 19 

8 quarts of pickles  6 gallons of milk 

Salads ( indicate type) 3 pounds of regular coffee 

Hot dish (indicate kind)  3 pounds of decaf coffee 

Dessert (indicate kind) Sugar & dry creamer 

Ladies, join us on Tuesdays at 6:00 PM 
in Room 9 for “Bible Moms”!   It’s an 
informal hour of study and discussion 
of mothers and wives from the Bible.  
How great must Jochebed’s faith in 
God have been to put her precious 
baby Moses in the river! What a tan-
gled web Rachel and Leah wove as 
sisters and wives of the same man!  
Centuries ago mothers faced the same 
trials and challenges and had the same 

struggles we 
face today. 
Come for 
any or all of 
the Tuesday 
classes.  If 
you would 
like more 
information, 

contact Paula Nimmer or one of the 
Pastors. 

You are invited to join the 10 AM 
Tuesday Class as they go through 10 
lessons  about “Caring for Souls:  Peo-
ple Matter”.  We find comfort and 
help for our lives as we study the way 
our Lord cares for us.  We look at 
ways we can share the Lord’s grace 
and mercy with others in all kinds of 
situations that are part of our lives.  
Come join the conversations about 
God’s caring love for us all. 

You are invited to attend the Sunday 
Bible Class held between services in 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ [ŀŘƛŜǎΩ                     
Bible Class 

Tuesday  & Sunday Morning Bible Classes 

the Commons room of the School as 
we continue taking a look at “The 
Mission and Purpose of the Synod—
a ten page, 50 question Bible study”.  
In this class we study how we put 
into action the Lord’s plans to gather 
us together and share the Gospel 
with others.  Come join us as we 
learn how we conserve the truth of 
God’s Word in the Bible and extend 
the Gospel of salvation to others 
along with thousands of other Chris-
tians around the world. 



Special Gifts 
In memory of Ned Fasel, $150 for church & school 
In memory of Hazel Kurowski, $10 for church & school 
In memory of Marshall Elmer, $20 for church & school 
In memory of Myron Ponzer, $50 for church & school 

Ladies Guild February Serving Schedule 

Altar Clothes Linda Elmer 

Candelabra Gail Bates 

Communion Ware Feb 12-Mary Braasch 

Feb  22– Sandy McHugh 

Feb 26-Ellen Anderson 

Funeral Coordinator Rita Messing 

Funeral Servers Volunteers 

Phone  Marilyn Zuege 

Flowers Christina Evers, Ellen Hennig 

Dates to Remember Feb 2nd– meeting, 1:30  

Servers: Carol Hanson, Dawn Keup 

Feb 6-LWMS meeting, 4:30 

Feb 13-Clean church, 9:30 

Are you living your life fully as the 

man God created you to be? Could 

you do better? What’s holding you 

back?  

If you're like most men the truthful 

answer entails much more than a 

simple “yes” or “no”. As busy men in 

the world there's always something 

for us to "do". We mean to get 

around to answering these ques-

tions, we know they're important, 

but we put it off. This is a rare 

chance to do a little something 

about it. 

The way we do it is pretty painless 

too. Saturday February 11th you ar-

rive at the Oshkosh Convention Cen-

Attention Men of Martin Luther Church & School! 

ter around eight for some breakfast 

and fellowship. You listen to a little 

Koine, a short inspirational message, 

then choose from more than fifteen 

fascinating and relevant break-out ses-

sions that hit the nail right on the head 

- just for you. 

We’re talking regular guys here too, not 

just the clergy or highly educated... nor-

mal, busy, hard-working men like you 

and me. A little lunch, a closing worship 

session with Koine and we get you back 

on the road for home by 3:30. You re-

turn to your family that same night re-

newed, refreshed, and a bit wiser for 

your trouble. And now you know that 

you are not alone with your struggles. 

The “Men of His Word” conference 

is being held Saturday February 11, 

2012 in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Take a 

chance. Reach out to be more of the 

husband, the father, the friend, the 

believer... more of everything that 

God created you to be. There is no 

"catch", no obligation, no fine print. 

Welcome home brother. We have a 

special place set aside just for you. 

The last day to register is Sunday, 

February 5, 2012 ï donôt wait! 

For a list of sessions and to register, 
go to http://
www.menofhisword.org/ or contact 
Dennis Zorn at 231-3567. 

Friday, March 16 

 

SAVE the DATE! 
for the  

Martin Luther Church & 
School Talent Show 

and 

Student Art Show and               
Auction  Fund Raiser 

 

Donõt miss this event!  
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